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D

uring our visit in Qatar in February we had the chance
to visit one of the oldest and most famous farms in the
world: Al Rayyan Farm, run by Sheikh Hamad Ali Al

Thani.
Sheikh Hamad Ali Al Thani is well known by the Arabian Horse
community, however we would like to spend a few words about him.
Sheikh Hamad Bin Ali Al Thani spent his entire life among horses:
he began with his own small stud in Egypt and in 1992 he was
elected by HH The Emir of Qatar, Sheikh Hamad Bin Khalif Al
Thani, as the director of Al Shaqab Stud. Sheikh Hamad was one
of the main contributors of the greatness of Al Shaqab. For 17 years
he was the main breeder and manager of the stud which brought to
the world three of the most famous Arabian sires – Gazal Al Shaqab,
his son Marwan Al Shaqab and Al Adeed Al Shaqab. Today it
is difficult to imagine the modern breeding without these three
champions which have become living legends.
Al Rayaan was founded by Sheikh Abdulaziz Bin Khaled Bin
Hamad Al Thani in 1980.
After two decades of successes, thanks to a careful selection of the
foundation and smart breeding, the farm produced some of the best
straight Egyptians in the world. As the time passed Al Rayyan’s
activities gradually decreased and the stud lost its leadership.
In 2014 Al Rayyan was subjected to some changes as HH Sheikh
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Hamad Bin Khalifa Al Thani, the Emir Father, took over the
ownership of the stud.
In order to put Al Rayyan back in his place, HH The Emir asked
Sheikh Hamad Ali Al Thani to be the new Director of Al Rayyan
as he had the right skills to take Al Rayyan to the level that the farm
deserved.
In the last years, Sheikh Hamad had a break from arabian horses due
to health reasons. So when the call from the Emir came, he accepted
with enthusiasm to go back to his passion, and in February of 2015
the new adventure of Sh Hamad begun with this new chapter of Al
Rayyan and a new team to back him up.
In just one year the farm gave impressive results at the shows, in
breeding and in renewing its facilities.
Sheikh Hamad’s passion for Arabian horses makes everything
possible.
For the management, Sheikh Hamad chose Mr. Santiago Fornieles.
Santiago comes from both the endurance and halter world back
in his home country Argentina, and before accepting the manager
position at Al Rayyan he worked on his own small arabian breeding
farm in Argentina. He arrived to Qatar with plenty of energy and
good ideas. He was the perfect person at the right moment. He was
exactly the person that Sheikh Hamad was looking for to give a
rebirth to Al Rayyan. Together with him Sheikh Hamad also took
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their pedigree, they usually can move.

Sheikh Hamad Bin Ali Al Thani with Munira Al Rayyan (Ansata Sokar x Bint Mesoudah M HP), Al Rayyan Farm 2015

Sheikh Hamad Bin Ali Al Thani
with Munira Al Rayyan (Ansata Sokar x Bint Mesoudah M HP), Al Rayyan Farm 2015
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INTERVIEW BY MONIKA LUFT
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I saw horses

In every box there is an icon of the straight Egyptian breeding program that is cherished
and taken care as their royal pedegrees demand.
The breeding program that Sheikh Hamad is carrying on is just incredible. He decided
to mostly use Al Adeed Al Shaqab (Ansata Halim Shah x Sundar Alysayya) for the
exceptional features he can pass on, and Hilal Al Nakeeb (Nk Hafid Jamil x Bint Bint
Hammanaa) that he imported in leasing from Mr. Hassanain Al Nakeeb.
The dream of Sheikh Hamad is to breed the perfect straight Egyptian stallion since
he already has an incredible collection of mares. The list of great mares at Al Rayyan
is seemingly endless. He knows their pedigrees very well, he knows all their faults and
good points and how they produce.
For sure, thanks to the love Sheikh Hamad gives to his mares, they give him back their
best.
In one year Al Rayyan has completely changed its face and everything is working
smoothly from all points of view: at the shows, with the the breeding program and in
being able to refreshing the farm without changing its traditions and its heritage.
Sheikh Hamad’s objectives have always been to promote arabian horses and give
support to the people involved in the field. This is why now Al Rayyan is open to small
Qatari farms that need help with their own breeding programs through breeding by
frozen semen, fresh semen and embryos.
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SHEIKH HAMAD BIN ALI AL THANI

T

as per Islam it also means “a door in heaven” or “one of the Gates of Paradise”.

It is here that we nd the Aspire Dome sport complex with the 300 m Aspire
Tower (The Torch Doha), designed by Hadi Simaan, dominating over the vicinity.
It is here that we nd the seat of the Qatar Foundation, as well as the Racing
and Equestrian Club. And it is here that the horses of Al Rayyan Farm have their
home, together with the stud’s 19 year old senior multi-champion, Ashhal Al
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Rayyan (Sar – Ansata Majesta/Ansata Halim Shah). Sheikh Hamad Bin Ali Al
Thani personally gives us a tour of the stud.
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Qatar International Straight Egyptian Show 2016 success

Rayyana Al Aliya (Ashhal Al Rayyan x Asrar Al Rayyan
Gold Medal Mares

Darine Al Rayyan (Ashhal Al Rayyan x Aisha)
Silver Medal Mares
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Qatar International Straight Egyptian Show 2016 success

Nawaal Al Rayyan (Ansata Sokar x Nadrah Al Rayyan)
Bronze Medal Fillies

Safir Al Rayyan (Ashhal Al Rayyan x RN Farida)
Silver Medal Stallions
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Amira Al Shaqab in Dubai

Michałów State Stud, Poland, 1994

Qatar International Straight Egyptian Show 2016

Poblano 1994

Amira
Shaqab
MichałówWe
State
1994
1994 in our
he said,Al
I don’t
know,in
it’sDubai
an auction. So I said, go ahead. There
wereStud,
young,Poland,
we had no
big knowledge.Poland
We had trust

photo: Monika Luft

photo: Monika Luft

were the best horses in the world at that auction – US National
Champions Kajora, Shahteyna (by Bey Shah), PR Padrons Jewel
(by Padron) between them. We bought 13 horses. And then
Michael called me: remember Farid? I must say that I had the
opportunity to buy Anaza El Farid. And not buying him was
one of the biggest mistakes of my life! There were two stallions.
First one was 50 thousand and the other was 90 thousand. This
was Farid. But I went for the cheaper one... So Michael calls me
and says: the mare is in heat, we can breed her to Farid. I said:
go on! And from this cross Gazal was born.

collaborators like Michael Byatt but in fact I don’t know why we
were so lucky. But we got the best of the best.

What is so special about him?

How did you discover Poland and Polish horses?

So luck is also important.
Absolutely. And our strategy at that time was also to help
the people in Qatar. The stud was open to every Qatari who
wanted to learn something from us. For breeding, for shipping
horses, for education, for vets, for any support. We even gave
horses to the people every year, maybe 30 or 40 horses were
just gifts. And when you give, God gives you.

After the U.S. we went to Poland. And we discovered another
He is different in so many ways! I have to say that before Gazal
different story about the relationship with the horse and how
we bought Ansata Halim Shah (by Ansata Ibn Halima) from
to work with horses. For me Poland is a different style. It is like
Judith Forbis. He came to Doha, but we had very bad luck with
reading a history book. Everything is in a right place. And we
him. He stayed with us for 6 months, he tried to jump a fence
have never seen hundreds of mares in one barn.
and he broke his leg. It happens sometimes at every farm...
But Gazal is special, rst of all because of his pedigree. He got
Did you visit Janów Podlaski or Michałów?
the best from the Polish blood and the Egyptian blood. People
Both. I met Director Andrzej Krzyształowicz and Director
say that the golden cross is between Spanish and Egyptian
Ignacy Jaworowski. I sat with them, we had lunches together,
lines but this is wrong. It’s between Polish and Egyptian. It is
we talked about horses. I started to judge at that time, I was
happening everywhere: when you cross the Polish with the
judging in Poland too, so I spent quite a lot of time with them.
Egyptian, you succeed. Because the Polish blood is more light
I was really lucky.
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Jordan 1993

Qatar International Straight Egyptian Show 2016

It came from them, the Polish directors. They asked me and
I considered it a very good idea. I was a young breeder, only
for 5 years at that time and the opportunity to breed Gazal to
a hundred mares was a fabulous idea to me. A small breeder
could not do it. And it was also the opportunity for me to be
known and respected as a breeder. And it was good for the
promotion of my country.

or from something else. The dam of Kahil,Jordan
nobody liked her,
and she is the dam of the best stallion of the world now.
She has not even a great pedigree but she produces. Have
you seen full sister to Kahil, Sultanat Al Shaqab, the yearling
champion lly at this year’s Qatar Int. Arabian Horse Show?
Her dam had several problems and Michael said: Hamad,
what is it about this mare, why do you want her? And I said, I
don’t know, I just have a feeling.

Did you expect such marvelous results from that decision?

Maybe you see the horse’s soul by looking at his eyes?

Gazal dam was the Polish Kajora, so I knew it would be a good
cross with Polish blood. But I did not expect that much! Of
course they know what they are doing. I was very pleased and I
am still pleased with that decision. I expected more from Gazal
than from Marwan. I am still more convinced about Gazal than
Marwan. Because my type is more Gazal than Marwan.

I think it is about the relationship, maybe. I can work with any
horse. I ride all the difcult horses. Yesterday we got a horse that
the grooms could not take out. And I did it with no problem and
he walked with me, with full condence. Maybe it’s about the smell.
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Whose idea was it to lease Gazal Al Shaqab
to Poland?

Jordan

So you are a real horseman.

I think I am. I am more a horse lover than a breeder. I can sleep
with horses, I did it many times. For example when the horse is
sick and I love him a lot, like Halim Shah. I slept with him in his
barn, I read with him the Koran. And he cried. I just love horses,
I can tell from a hundred meters. Any Gazal get. Even yesterday I
I don’t care if they are good or not. The problem is that people
saw a horse and I said: I would swear it is Gazal blood and it was!
always ask you about the famous horses. And this is far away
Do you feel fullled as a breeder?
from human. There are horses that cannot be successful but
still they deserve love and care. Like Amira Al Shaqab. I showed
I cannot say I am a breeder yet. A breeder should have bred his
her in Dubai 3 or 4 years ago myself. I knew we could not win,
own line. I don’t have my own stamp yet. OK, I bred the best
but I just loved looking at her. Everybody laughed at me and I
stallion. But that’s it.
said, I don’t care. One of my old friends was judging, I told him:
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about it of course – it’s my horse!
When you see Gazal daughters, do you immediately
know who their sire is?
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