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he words “Misk El Leil”

(Musk of the Night) open
the imagination to wonderful
flights of fancy. We might think
of the heavenly scent of the
flowers that come to life under
the cover of darkness. Musk of
the night, honeysuckle, and
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mer of amber moon begins to rise over the gen-
tly waving fronds of tall date palm trees; soft
dunes of sand undulate across the darkened
horizon. You are surrounded by peace and sub-
tle whispers of the night. Off in the distance,
you become aware of murmurs of a different
timbre.

The trees and the grasses are taking on a diffe-
rent life as something swishes through the folia-
ge from afar. Then comes a faint percussion
echoing on the ground with a muted regular
rhythm. The grasses and trees vibrate with sli-
ght sparks of electricity. And suddenly bursting
through the darkness of the shadowy garden is
an almost otherworldly apparition.

A midnight black stallion explodes into your
world with eyes flashing, neck cresting, tail
flagging as a vision from all the ages comes to
life in front of you. You have met Bouznika, a
jet-black stallion who is beginning to forge his
own dynasty at Rabab Stud just outside of
Cairo at the edge of the great Sahara Desert.
Bouznika (Imperial Mashaar x Mayyat) '99, a
grandson of the formidable stallions: Imperial
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Some extremely good horses who contribute
both beauty and correctness along with tremen-
dous presence grace this part of the breeding
program. Nawader (Hafeed Anter x
Dahimaara) '93 is an extremely lovely black
mare with a sculpted head and strong well-for-
med body. Her two-year-old daughter,
Morgana Al Hadhoud-RB by Nesr has brought
forward the best of the dam and strengthened
the body. Another mare who has produced an
outstanding filly is the bay mare Nawwaret
Hamdan (Imperial Madori x Dahimaara) '99.
Her filly, Layaly Al Najdiah-RB by Ibn EI
Basha is truly striking with a beautiful head, a
strong shoulder and flowing movement that
sets off her jet-black color. Most recently, the
filly was second in her class at the EAO
Nationals in 2005.

Another recent addition to the farm is G
Ashalima (Asham Sharafa x AK Sirhalima)
'91. This elegant black mare carries forward the
lines of two famous grandsires: Moniet El
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Morgana Al Hadhoud — RB (Nesr x Nawader)
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| Najdiah-RB (Ibn EIl Basha x
ardeya) '04 is one of the rising stars of the
Stud. A large dramatic dark grey stallion with
a commanding high trot, he was Reserve
Junior Champion his first time out at the EAO
Show in '05. On his dam side, he is bringing the
strengths from his grandsires: Ikhnaton and
Hafeed Anter. His half sister, Bint El Basha (ElI
Basha Sqr. X Bardeya) '00 is a dark bay with
great similarities to Morgan but with very
much her own look and presence.

As with any true breeder, Khaled is constantly
refining the breeding program at Rabab. With
his university education in Fine Arts, he views
the Arabian horse as a piece of art. This does
not mean something that is static and meant to
be seen as an inanimate object or sculpture. To
him, the horse shows its true beauty through its
spirit and movement as well as type and
conformation. In order to redefine his horses, he
breeds from his original lines and brings in
bloodlines that he believes will achieve the look
he wants to have.

In the group of new lines being integrated into
the program, there are a number of superb show
horses. Two get of the internationally acclaimed
stallion Al Lahab are leading that list. Mahala
an exquisite three-year-old grey filly out of
Mabhasin 11 is making a name for herself on the
European circuit before coming to the Stud in
Egypt. Mahala was Junior Champion at
St.Tropez and Schotten, Reserve Junior
Champion at Neufchateau and Top Ten at the
European Egyptian Event at Baden Baden all
in '05. Her half brother GR Lahari, out of GR
Marianah, a Madallan-Madheen daughter,
hopefully will follow in her path as he strutted
his way to second in a strong yearling class at
the Saggara Show in March '06, his first time
in the show ring.

GR Meskarah (GR Amaretto x Meeskah
Maisa [Anaza Bay Shah]) is a dark grey two-
year-old filly who surprises all visitors to the
farm with her size and maturity. Many of the
horses are showing great benefits from the fee-
ding program which encompasses the newest in
nutrition and natural supplements. Another
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Mahala

eat promise for the future of the stud.
alem bin Laden, Khaled’s older son has been
developing a stronger interest in the breeding
program but also is putting an emphasis on
riding. He primarily responds to the spirit of
the Arabian horse. When he rides in the desert,
he says, “You must always consider the intelli-
gence of the horse. There is a give and take and
that makes it a richer experience”. Salem has
been very successful in the Dancing Horse com-
petitions where he rode Hilaly (Ibn Adaweya x
SEA Fereeha) to three EAO National
Championships. Salem's way of training is to
know the horse inside and outside. “When you
get to know him”, he says, “It becomes easier.
The horse will want to do it”. Even now, when
Salem attends an Arab wedding, he can't go
without taking his horse to help celebrate the
occasion. “When | hear the music”, he adds, “I
have to have my horse with me or it is not a
real party for me”.

Over the past couple of years, the farm has
taken on a slightly different look with the addi-
tion of larger than regulation size Dressage
and Show Jumping rings with full warm-up
areas and easy van access. They are in separate
locations bordering the stables and turnout
paddocks. Built- in seating and night-lights
add to the professional look of the rings. Plans
are now in place to begin a show schedule early
next year that will take full advantage of what
is becoming a full Equestrian Center.

Rabab Stud is constantly in the process of evol-
ving its breeding programs as well as the over
all facilities. As a visitor walks through the
barns and around the open paddocks at the edge
of the desert, one becomes aware that every part
of the facility is harmonious. Everything about
Rabab is Arab, deceptively simple and comple-
tely at one with nature. In keeping with the
lightness and open atmosphere, you may be sur-
prised and greeted by a herd of Shetland ponies
who have free range of the farm and blend
with the regal Arabians who pay them no noti-
ce.

The world of Rabab Stud is graceful and has a
peaceful feel of everything being in order. Itis a
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Kout El Kouloub

gentle world at the edge of a desert which can
suddenly blow into a great sandstorm - but
then the winds stop and all will be calm again.
The sound of the Arabians nickering to each
other, the look of them tossing their magnificent
heads and galloping with tremendous grace and
strength over the sands under the date palm
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Farm Information:

Saqgqgara Road - Shabramant

El Regha - Giza - Egypt (farm)

Tel. (2 02) 381 1133 - Fax (2 02) 338 2306
Mobile (2 012) 407 9730 (Manager)

trees - it is truly a world that has a magic
whether in the full light of the Egyptian sun or
the gentle shimmer of the moon rising over the
scents of the midnight flowvers. u]

Mohandessin - Egypt (home)
Tel. (2 02) 748 8200

Mobile (2 010) 550 0222
Website: www.rababstud.com
E-mail: shinladin@gmail.com

“Cover photo brochure. Ibn Basha (EI Basha Sqr. x Nawader) ‘99. Bay Stallion”



