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AbookreviewbyJudithWenning

The latest book by Judith Forbis is a must-read for all

equine enthusiasts. Legendary connoisseur of Arabian

horses, breeder and author since over 60 years, Judith

Forbis’ role is unique. Together with her late husband

Don, she founded Ansata Arabian Stud in 1 959, a

straight Egyptian Arabian breeding program with vast

global influence. Arabian horses from Ansata had a

major impact on innumerable stud farms. One of the

most prominent is certainly Al Shaqab Stud in Doha,

Qatar. Founded in 1 992 by HH The Father Emir of

Qatar, Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa. Al Thani, Al Shaqab

is a household name for high-quality Arabian horses.

Always a guarantee for success in the show ring, Al

Shaqab is not only a very successful breeding program

in impeccable facilities, but also a leading equine

education resource center. Qatar looks back to a long

tradition of prized Arabian horses. This large-formatted

book gives insights into the fascinating history, the

presence and the influence of Al Shaqab horses.

“Al Shaqab - The Legacy of Arabian Horses” is lavishly

illustrated in color and comprises 200 pages. It was

published in summer 2023 and is available directly

from the publisher Silvana Editoriale (email:

silvanaeditoriale@silvanaeditoriale. it) in two editions –

in English as well as in Arabic language. The price is

52,25 €.
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Ansata Majesta (Ansata Halim Shah x JKB Masouda), Jr. Champion mare at

the first Qatar show, 1993. Photo: Gigi Grasso

Ansata Halim Shah (Ansata Ibn Halima x Ansata Rosetta), the "fountain

photo" by Jerry Sparagowski that was later copied by many of the equine

photographers. This photo was taken at Ansata Arabian Stud, Mena,

Arkansas before Halim Shah was exported to Qatar.
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HH The Father Emir, Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa Al Thani, with Ansata Halim

Shah in front of the Al Shaqab stables. The photo taken when he was still

Heir Apparent in 1994 prior succeeding his father to become the Emir of the

State of Qatar in 1995. Photo: Rik Van Lent Jr.
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Ibn Rashid's Stable at Hail, watercolor, c. 1 878 by Lady Anne Blunt.

Courtesy of Lady Anne Lytton. Photo: Judith Forbis
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Then and Now.

A typical scene from tribal days and still enjoyed by Qatari's today.

Photo: Gigi Grasso
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Book: The Arabian horses of Qatar by Judith Forbis

Photos by Rik Van Lent Jr.

The first Al Shaqab stables in 1994. Photo: Rik Van Lent Jr.
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An Arab Caravan.

Oil painting on canvas by Eugene Fromentin: of 1 857.

Photo: Gigi Grasso

The Abbas Pasha Manuscript, listing the history of the strains

of Arabian horses in his famed stables.

By Gülsun Sherif and Judith Forbis.
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Both Pages: Gazal Al Shaqab (left), Marwan Al Shaqab (below left), QR Marc (right)

and Hariri Al Shaqab (this page). All have been champions as well as World

Champions at the Salon du Cheval Paris and today reflect the Al Shaqab influence in

breeding programs throughout the world.

Photos by Gigi Grasso.
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Author - Judith Forbis at one of her lectures in the Arabian Gulf.

Photo: K. Media
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Both Pages: Three prized World Champions and highy valued sires

bred by al Shaqab: Al Adeed Al Shaqab, Gazal Al Shaqab and

Wadee Al Shaqab. Photos by Erwin Escher, Gigi Grasso


