
Peter Smith

Peter Smith, the distinguished Scottish equestrian and sporting artist  

celebrated for his powerful depictions of Arabian horses and horse racing,  

passed away in 2025 in Scotland, the country where he was born, lived,  

and devoted his life to his art. He was 75 years old.

Arabian Mare and Foal, 
oil on canvas
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An Obituary for 

Peter Smith

Peter Smith, the distinguished Scottish equestrian and sporting artist  

celebrated for his powerful depictions of Arabian horses and horse racing,  

passed away in 2025 in Scotland, the country where he was born, lived,  

and devoted his life to his art. He was 75 years old.

Born in Lanarkshire in 1949 to an English mother and Scottish father, Smith developed an early 
passion for both art and horses. He often credited his artistic talent to his grandfather, a Portuguese-
born painter who painted throughout his life. Smith’s first drawings as a child were of horses, and from 
an early age he aspired to become an equestrian artist.

He studied at Carlisle Art School and later at Glasgow School of Art, where he refined the 
draughtsmanship and technical understanding that would define his career. Influenced by artists 
such as Edgar Degas and Sir Alfred Munnings, Smith developed a style distinguished by expressive 
brushwork, strong composition, and an instinctive command of light, colour, and movement.
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Working primarily in oils, Smith became widely recognised for his energetic depictions of racehorses, 
jockeys, and equestrian scenes. Living near Ayr Racecourse, he found constant inspiration in the 
surrounding racing community and landscape. His subjects included horses from local racing stables, 
which he painted on the gallops, in paddocks, on racecourses, and along the vast sandy beaches where 
trainers exercised their thoroughbreds. Although he sketched at major racecourses including Aintree 
and Newmarket, much of his work remained rooted in Ayr and Hamilton Park.

His paintings captured not only the physical power of the horse but also the atmosphere, tension, 
and drama of racing itself, particularly the intensity of the closing stages of a race. Over the course 
of his career, he painted many celebrated racehorses and earned commissions from royal families and 
prominent collectors around the world.

Two Arabian Stallions, oil on canvas
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Later in his career, Smith became especially admired for his paintings of Arabian horses, a subject 
through which he achieved significant international recognition. Peter Smith’s Arabian horse works 
demonstrate exceptional technical precision while conveying the refinement, intelligence, and spirit 
for which the breed is renowned. Through luminous colour, elegant line, and a deep understanding 
of equine form and movement, he created paintings that resonated deeply with owners, breeders, and 
collectors.

These works became highly sought after by royalty and distinguished private collectors throughout 
the Middle East and beyond. Alongside his original paintings, his limited-edition prints attracted an 
international audience and are now held in private collections worldwide.

“The Master’s Tent”, oil on canvas



Arabian Mares and Foals, oil on canvas

The Sky is the Limit, oil on canvas
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Though he worked quietly from Scotland, Peter Smith’s art earned widespread admiration for its 
vitality, atmosphere, and emotional depth. His body of work stands as a lasting testament to a lifetime 
devoted to artistic excellence and to the enduring beauty of the horse, particularly the Arabian horse 
that he portrayed with such distinction.

Beyond his artistic accomplishments, he will be remembered as a kind and thoughtful man, a valued 
friend, and someone whose quiet dedication and passion left a lasting impression on all who knew him.

Peter Smith is survived by his son, Alan, and by Diane, who was like a daughter to him. q

“The Favourite II” – Mare with Foal, oil on canvas


