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The Egyptian Arabian

It’s History

he Arabian, never mistaken for another breed, ver

is the roor from which all light breeds sprang. It

captures the soul as no other can, and is favored hy
artist, photographers, historians and poeis over all others,
What is the magnetism this breed holds?  Why has this
ancient breed remained a favorite subject for artises of all
medinums?  An early student of the Arabian will find a maze
of puzzling terms and subtle type differences, What do they
all mean?
Mans fascination with the beauty of the Arabian horse is
documented, even before their value was discovered as a
means af transportation and advantage in war.  The oldest
documentation of the Arabian horse was a fine carving
uncovered in a cave in Twrkev. It depicts a feaping, fine-
headed horse aof pure Avabian type, iis mane flowing and rail
carried high. Scientific data places this at 8000 BC.
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And It’s People
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that of perspective, or size relevance. Rovalty was depicted
as propoiionately larger than other images in the scene.
Likewise, animals were lower on the scale, therefore smaller
than the may have been. These relief paintings of horses
appear to be actual portraits of horses that must have
existed, ax each shows varving personal and  strain
characteristics.

Egvpr, Svria, Twrkey, and all the great countries of the
Arabian Desertia, have revealed ancient drawings, carvings,
and refiefs of beautifil Arabian horses, More fascinating is
that the horses appear %
amongst the world s fin

imaginations of so.n
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The Egypiians made great ceremonies, consigning beautiful
galden trappings to adorn themselves and their horses.
Often these were scenes of hunting or war. These trappings
were beauiiful works of art, comparable to the finest jewelry
or relief sculpture 1o be found up to this time. Much of the
earfiest art of the Egyptians were in the form of carvings.
Temples and tombs were originally brightly adorned with
greal painted carvings or religfs that told the story of the
ancient Egyptian lives.  Time has erased the paint, but the
heaurifil carving remains,

A great contraction in the worlds frontier began with
Napoleon s campaien fnto Egupt in 1798, marking the first
modern, western incirsion into Islam. With the passing of
{0} years, tourisis were fraveling into the Middle East from
everywhere, fascinated with these mysterious and exotic
lands. Egvpt evoked grear intrigue, with s ancient temples,
tombs and monuments. A great surge of interest in
Egvprology emerged, and began to influence every facet of
art, from jewelry, to architecture, fashion and fine art.

Mast paintings depicted the morve glamorous side of life in
and near Caivo, with falcon hunts, beautiful forses, women,
and the handsome Mamelukes in their elaborate military
costumes.  (thers ventured, on a lesser scale, to the more
basie and unattvactive form of life in the Arab world. Of
these painters, their undisputed leader was Jean-Leon
Gerome, whe was a frequent traveler to Egvpr. Gerome alsao
taught many of the emerging orientalist artists at the Paris
School of Fine Art. Many of his siudents went on to make
their own name as an Oriental painter of significance.

The painting of horses was common in the works of the
Orientalist, and some began to favor the horse as a subject.
In time, they hecame known for their beautiful and accurate
eguine wark.  Topping that list, were Eugene Delacroix,
Harace Verner, and Adolf Schrever, to name a few.

The Arab horse world boasts many fine and recognizahble
ariist who devorted much of their work fo the desert horse,
colorful Mamelukes, Pasha s and Sulrans of the day. We owe
a greal thanks to these dedicated artisis who documented, in
art, information on the fifestvle of the past.

HISTORY OF THE ARABIANS OF EGYPT

Tor understand the essence af the Egvptian Arabian, and its
great value, one must understand fts beginning and evolution
o where it is today.

The central Arabian Nomadic rvegion of Nejd, now a desert,
but in ancient history was covered with vegetation, rivers
ﬂmi' sireams. ﬁgmﬂn i'h'ed a wild &nrm the Arabian horse.

evervthing else indiscriminatefy. " It was commonly thought
that the Arabian horse was miraculously created “ont of a
fandfil of wind from the south" and domesticated for
religions purpases.  To this purpose, wrirings of the horse
were commen amengst recordings of pre-Islamic histories
and rraditions.  Great hooks and poetry had begun 1o
emerge, verifving the great part the Avabian horse played in
the life af his owner. He was one of the greatest treasures of
the Newnad.

The Arabian horse is accepted. without gquestion, trough

pre-isiamic tradition of being a wild horse in Avabia and of

greal antiguity.  Native to the southern deserts of Arabia,
Yemen and fnto Egvpt from the Zagros Mountaing arovund
1600 B.C., they came in time to be used o improve the Indo-
European stock. He is reconded as being captured as far
back as fshmael, as late as 2000 B.C. or bevond, It is
believed that Ishmael was the first to mount a horse. The
Arabian horse is mentioned in the book of Job as the "horse
of the desert which stumbfeth not” and the “horse and his
rider ™

Even the characteristics of the Arabian horse, as is also true
of all other species of the desert, support iis anthenticiny as a
wild animal and not the resuits of domestication, Large eyes
enable the horse to see well in all directions.  Hix nostrils
expand fo greal size, allowing huge supplies of air 1o fill its
huge lungs, larger in propariion to any other breed. A sleek
bady designed for great speed over long distance, was lean
and carried no extra weight.  Large veins cool the body
rapidly, lving fust under fine, kohl black skin designed 1o
protect itself from the burning rays of the sun, A high rail
carriage is a sign of great pride. bue is also a means of
femperature control.  Domesiic breeding does not and
cannat develop such characteristics.  Only the eveldution of
Godks creatures adapting to their native environment can
design something so perfect. He ix now, as then, the most
perfect of all domesticated breeds.

While it lends its fine qualities to other breeds, the Egvptian
Arabian remains virtually unaliered since the beginning of
history. From the earliest carvings seen on the ancient
temples af Egvpt, horses of undisputed Arabian tvpe can
quickly be spotted.  Cie can easily compare them o the
Avabian harses living today, as their basic tvpe is unaliered,
Then, as now, the beautiful, fine chiseled head, elegam
arched necks, and high flowing tails, earmark the horse as
an authentic Avabian, This author has seen some which so
closely resemble harses personally known, that ane would
think they had been B‘Eﬂ'#‘iﬂﬁ'ﬂﬁ# these ancient carvings.
How precious is the ability fo have something so perfect as
to have been preserved in its o s




DOMESTICATION

Evidence of the domestication of horses emerged in Syria,
dating 2000 BC. In an excavation, halters adormed the bones
af horses and horses were found in artistic drawings. In
{330 AD, the first pedigrees recorded, referred 1o the
Arabian by name.  As time wemt on, early travelers
gquestioned the crossing of apparvently different “hreeds” hy
the people of the Desert. These were not, in fact, different
breeds but strains, or families, of the same breed. These
strains gather their names from the important tribes who
bred them.

Before man s interference, natuwral selection dictared those
who lived to breed on.  In spite of this, it was man who
brought it to be the horse we see today. Each tribe had their
awn vision of perfection.  Selecting a mave that fir these
eriteria, she was bred with a stallion of their taste, and pass
on those characteristics which suited the breeders eve. In
thix way, the horses of each iribe began 1o take on a look that
was unigue to the tribe, based on the foundation of an
exceptional mare,

The unique gqualities of each wibe became established and
known as strains.  Oviginally, they were all referved to as
Kehilat, or Kehilan, specifically Kehifan Ajuz, which refers
fo them as the ancient pure Arabian horse. As the variations
hegan to immerge, strain names began to expand, velating to
certain characteristics, or perhaps given the name of their
owner or tribe. Kehilan was first used as a prefix untfl it w
sa well knovwn that the prefix was dropped.  Examples woum
be Kehilan Norwagieh, Kehilan Rodania or Kel
Krush. being carried from generation to generation
the dam line.

As an example of how the strains came fo be named,
by the name of abu Shahwan of Libayda was the fo
from Daliman (the dark one) origing
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Ax the grear Nejd plains began to dry and the Nomad was
SJorced 1o be in constant search of resowrces, his priovity
remained his horse. Next to himself. his highest value was
placed on his horse.  “Children of mine may hunger and
thirse, but not my mare, " is heard today just as it was said by
the pre-Islamic warrior.  His beloved horse was nor only a
means af transporiation but also a pariner in war,

Just prior to 2000 BC, warrior tribes descended from what is
now Uzhekistan to Babvlon, bringing horses from Central
Asia with them, 400 years faver, Babwvlon was taken by the
Hittites, who were a strong horse breeding tribe.  The
Hittites  left  the kingdom of Babylon in shambles,
Vulnerable, Babwlon then fell under the hands and rule of the
Arvan Kassites, also a tribe using horses.  Contemporary
with the rise of the Kassite Dynasty, the Hvksos invaded
Egvpr.  As they came fo power in that land, they brougshe
horses 1o the southern horders of Egvpr.  Although the
Egyprian was familiar with use of the horse due 1o Astatic
trade, it was the observation af the horse as an advantage of
great pawer used by the Hyksos to easily overtake their
country that brought the horse into use in that country.

The Hyksos (1430 to 15, Asia Minor
through the Sinai ating  the
; country
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rve. Their
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miles flew away with minwtes, ver their strength seemed
unabated . .. © In 1279-1382, Sultan Nasser Mohamed Ihn
Kealaoun, was obsessed with abtaining the choicest Arabian
horses and built an equally impressive Hippodrome for their
comfort,  Price was no ebject. For a single mare, he paid
the eguivalent of 33,599,999, plus land. These horses were
indisputably the most beautifil, courageous and exquisite
horses in the world.

Apart fram the great Arab rulers, whoe treasured their desert
horses, Napoleon Bonaparte quickly became a devatee, when
he discovered their beauty and ability while invading Egvpe
in his Egyvptian campaigns. The advantage Napoleon had
with more advanced artillery gave lis army superior strength
against the Arabs and Turks, but he gquickly noted the
superiarity of the Egyptian Avabian horses they vode.  ft
wasa b long wniil he had replaced his troops  European
horses, with Egvptian Aralian haorses.

After the discavery of the Egvptian Arabian, he reconstructed
the national studs of France. He expropriaied the studs from
the conguered nations, established stallion stations and
rebuilt France s horse breeding stock,

Napoleon himself kept a stable of about 80 personal horses,
the majority of which were Egyptian Arabians. Baron Fain
wrote: "The horses which the Emperor usually rode were
Arabians of small size, gravish-white coal, good-tempered,
gentle gallopers, and easy amblers.” These horses were very
carefully trained by his riding master  Knowing Napolean s
lack of skill on  horseback, these horses were made
accusiomed to any event that they may encounter; from the
Sfiving of weapons close to their heads, sudden blast of
instruments, such as drims and trumpers, flags waving and

animals driven beneath their legs. Napoleon s valet was
gquoted as saying, “The Emperor mounted a forse without
grace... and [ believe that he wonld not have always heen
very sturdy on the horse i we had not taken so much care to
give him anly horses perfectly trained.”

From 10 1o [8 horses were killed under him in hattle duwving
his career: Nearlv all were entive stallions.  Of thar group,
his most faverite, and famous mount was the 140 hand
Arabian stallion, Marengo, named after the Baitle of
Marengo, Marengo was captured in Egvpe, and ridden by
Napolean on all his famous campaigns from the second
ltalian campaign, through the retreat from Moscow to the

ffival Battle at Waterloo, He ix the horse depicted in David s
Jamaus  painting of 1801, ritled

“Napoleon  Bonaparte

Crossing the Alps. "t was thought that he was bred at the

Samous Ef Naseri Stad.

Napolean freguently rode this courageous little horse in the
80 mile gaflops from Valladolid to Burgos, said 1o often be
completed in 5 hours,

History tells us that Marengo was captured in 1815 at the
Battle of Waterloo by William Henry Petre, 1th Baron
Petre.  He was brought 1o the United Kingdom, standing
unsuccessiully ar stud in New Barnes, ar the age af 27
Marenge died af the age of 38, with his skeleton being
preserved and passed to the Roval United Services Instituite,
and ix now on display ar the Natfonal Avmy Museum in
His hide, with the distinctive "N" brand
The box

Chelsea, London.
wais lost, and one hoof was made inte a snuff box,
was given Io the officers of the Brigade of Guards by
General Angerstein, who had purchased him from Petre, and

owned him at his death
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MOHAMED ALY AND THE MAMELUKES

Mare recent history of the Egyprian Arabian beging with the
riler, Mohamed Ali the Grear, during the time Egypt was a
province of the Turkish Empire. Compared in many ways io
Napoleon, Maohammed Al was blessed with a well guided
destiny that led him from the humble home in which he was
born, to one af the maost revered and famous rulers in history.
Mohamed Al was born in Kavalla of Twrkish/Albanian
descent, sharing the vear af his bivth with Napoleon,
Orphaned ax a voung bay, he was adopred by the village
mayor who taught him military skilfs and riding.  The mavor
alse gave him military appointments, and although not
important in the scope of things, they brought him
recognition, and which he used to his advantage as stepping
stones to higher ground.  One such appointment came when
the Sultan 5 requested that the mavor gather 300 citizens to
help ward off the vicious invasion of Egver by Napoleon.
The Brits had coordinated with the Turks ro drive the French
out of Egvpt, after so many other attempts had failed.
Appointing his son second in command, Mohamed Al joined
the battle which resulted in Napoleon driving thousands of
Maoslems into the sea. [t was the British Admival, Sir Sidney
Smith, who sent boats to rescue some of the drowning Turks,
af which &t is believed that Mohamed Al was one,
Afrerwards, and wsing his manipulative skills, Mohamed Ali
rose ta power so rapidly that in 1805 he was able to obtain
the appoiniment of Pasha of Cairo by the Sultan of Turkey,
and plaved the Turkish troupes against the Moamelukes,
whom he had become somewhat obsessed. We can't
what drove s grear desive to conguer the Mamelukes.
it their superiority as horsemen and greal coll
superior horses that carvied them?  Was it their st
sence which gave an aura of power,
at warriors?  Or could it be the
o Albania in 1803, when Moham
warmy? Regardless, they w
med a serions adversary,
and thus lock in his pos
ev were a constant threat. Nee
le of defeating them would be i

Mamefukes, led by th
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prediet and calewlate any threats that may lay in the
landseape ahead. It was no dowbi this influence that played
the major part in making the Mamelukes such skiffed and
devored horsemen. Intending to change the conrse of
history and indeed conguer the world, following the vision of
their grear founder, Genghis Kahn, the Mongols had
mourded up on their strdy war horses, and heading south
toward Egvpr.  Their goal was to conguer Egypt, acquiring
the control of an Islamic empire, gaining access to the
Mediterranean, poris, naval expertise, and armies skilled in
siege warfare, therefore strengthening  further goals of
sweeping through and conguering every other part of the
world.

It was high summer of the vear [260, The horses the
Maengols relied on to carry them into battfe lacked stamina
and weakened without regular food and water,  Troops were
drapping out without strong horses, but even under these
rather commen circumstances, they were accustomed 1o
coming out the victors in battle. The Mongols were superh
mounted archers, acctistomed m j'.lg)‘l.!'mg with lances and
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training included the sindy of and conversion to Islam.
Although  wrained in arms and  equestian  skills  and
considered “freed"” slaves, they were still used to serve the
Bev, bur as his faithfid children and not as slaves, as slavery
was against their code.

There were grear contrasts in their lives.  Slaves by birth,
treacherons, unlawful butchers by choice, they were rough,
ruthless and very destructive to life and property.  They
world be the last growp from which one wounld expect
refinement or any understanding of culture,  Bur that was not
the case,

In their private lives, they enfoved the best of the best,
surrounding themselves with apulence, siolen or purchased
with the wealth they had taken from the people they had
captured, oppressed or killed,  Their refined taste was
impeccable, exhibited by their great colfections of the finest
in art, architecture, furnishings and clathing. It rivaled that
of the most refined and roval individuals in the entive Arab
or Euvapean world from that day to this. Even their weapons
were made of beawtiful precious metals, often adorned with
Sfine gems by the finest crafismen.  Their elegant Arabian
horses were some of the finest in the world, and nothing was
spared in their adornment and care. Matching their fine
guality was the grear abifity of the rider, both champions in
and under the saddle,

One can imagine boys from the villages, hiding to warch with
amazement and envy as the great Mamelukes practiced their
skills in the Egvptian desert. They charged across the plains
at full speed on their gloriously beauriful horses, nosirils
flared, tails flying in the wind.  Their skills in training
bordered on gymnastics as they twirled a sevies of firearms,
aiming and firing with great skill, then switched to the coup
de revers, a most deadly sabre, and also very difficult to
handle. Although abandoned as a weapon in battle, they
Jaithfully cominued their praciice with bow and arrow,

As passionate as they were in perfecting their skills with
each of these weapons, always on horseback, it was the
throwing of the diereed that was their favorite. Fashioning a
staff like weapon from palm fronds, and weighing 5 or 6
povnds, horse and rider pursues another rider at great
specd.  The assailant throws the weapon at the other from a
significamt distance.  Immediately his horse pivols to a
refreat as the other rider takes his turn as the assailant. In a
short fime, the horse becomes as committed to the challenge
as the rider.  With no need for cues, the horse quickly
determines the exact second of the throw, whirling instantly,
#xji' pﬂﬂf»g himself ﬂ.nl’! on into the game. Most thrust the

was in creating elaborate palaces in which to live, elaborate
mosgues adorned with beawtiful tiles and carvings, and
Silling the city with the most heauriful monuments that can be
Sound amywhere, all for their own pleasure.  They were not
interested in building wiifitarian strucivres, such as canafs,
libraries or schools thar mighr improve the quality of fiving
Jor evervone.  To the Mameluke, the National peaple of
Egvpi were nothing more than peasanis meant to be wsed as
slaves,  They imposed high taxes on the Egyptians, and
terrorized them at every apporiuniiy,

Arab horse and Maemluke, Carle Vernet




Cairo was also the home of Mohamed Ali the Great,
Mohamed Ali Pasha, ruder of Egypr.  Well aware of their
ahilities in warfare, even though he had massacred a number
of Mamelukes in the past, he was able to convince them 1o
Join him in an attack on the Walthabi s, and also preparation
Jor an invasion of Arabia.  Afier the agreement was made
however. Ali began to realize that if he sent his troops ont of
Cairo to battle, he wonld feave Egyprt, and Cairo beltind,
defenseless.  Who would protect his country from these
vicious apporiunists?  He knew that those most fikely to mrn
on fim, and Egvpt, would be the Mamelukes, and this would
he a perfect time.

Knowing he could not irust the Mamelukes when his back
was turned, he decided that plans must change. How would
he solve this problem? The obvious answer was to massacre
the Mamelukes vet again, This time, he thought he would do
it on a larger scale, annihilating them once and for all.

He had appointed Tousson, his second son and stlf a
teengger, to command the attack on the Wahhabis. A great
ceremany was planned to present him with the Pelisse of
Honar and officially begin the historical campaign. It wonld
he held af the Citadel, which also housed his mosque, the
mosque of Mohamed Ali Pasha. It was a beautiful and fitting
location, perched high on the side of a il overlooking
Cairo. Al the Mameluke leaders were invited,

Skeptical, bui feeling safery in numbers, the Mamehikes
hierarchy dressed themselves in their very finest official
attive, complete  with  glistening  armor and  elabg
appointments.  They arrived asiride thefr most bean
Arabians, riding proudly with great cadence inio the
It must have been an awesome sight.  As they enten
Citadel, the gates closed behind them. Their fate ha
sealed.
Wien the ceremony concluded, the Mamelukes remo
ation #mn.' only to discover the gates |
: d, they began to circle the large ¢
exit. None were to be found.
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himself, we can only imagine the sense of power and
satisfaction he felt as he gazed down upon those once
considered to be the greatest horsemen and most ferocious
warriors of their time.
The wealth of the Mamelukes was not a concern to Ali. Only
their valuable horses were of interest 1o him.  Thus as
pavment for the soldiers whao carried out the massacre, they
were allowed to strip the homes of their victims of their
treasures, and finish the massacre by killing all that
remained of their caste.  The ruthless massacre ended the
dynasty of the powerful Mamelukes and elevated Mohamed
Ali to even greater power. Although of the greatest guality,
there was no written documentation identifving the horses.
Their history had been slain with the destruction of the
Mamelkes.
Power was the force that drove Mohamed Ali. He catapulted
himself into greamess and reaped the rewards of all that
came with f, living a life full of complexities and
comfradictions,  His passion for his ene and only wife,
Amina, resulted in great honor and respect for her  Their
second son, Tousson, was il ﬂ.ﬂl young man of great
moval character and any kind was
not in his natre, af nt of his father,
Sailed attempts ¥ | e, Even with
Saill Cairo | i valowrs,
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Molamed Ali Pasha Muhamimad Al by Auguste Conder

Thrifum had inherited the position of riler from his father
Maframed All, and upon the death of hrihim i 1848, Abbas

Pasha became ruler of Egym.  If one could be more

passionate than Mohamed Ali abowe the Arabian horses of

Exvpt, it was Abbas Pasha, He was an extremely methodical
man and kept very detailed records of each horse, thei
pedigrees and heritage.  He went to great length to prove the
purity of each animal.  His manuseript and records were
found decades later in the possession of Gulsun Sherif]
davghter of Almed Bey Sherif

published fn 1993 by Judith Forbis and Gulsun Sherif as

They were franslated and

“The Abbas Pasha Manuscript and Horses and Horsemen of

Arabia and Egypt during the Time of Abbas Pasha 1500
1860, "

In addition to the horses left to him by Mohamed Ali, and
theveaftor Ihrikim Pasha: Abbas Pasha had also built an
impressive hend of hix owa, primaeily from the harses of the
Bedonins.  He alse psed his great wealth and any other
means o aeguire the eguine treasires of Arabia, and came to
b kneowe, after King Solomon, the greatest ceflecior and
cornoseur of Avabicn fovses wha ever lived, Abbas Pasha,
lke s grandfather before fiim, wsed political manenvers

and favors to add to his cutstanding hevd,  The freeing of
Fevsul b Saud from the Citadel was repaid with 290 mares
and a fine collection of stallions.  These horses were the
absolute pick of the Desert and considered 1o be the most
authentic collection of pure bloed ever made owside the
Peninswla. They were lesendary and felt to “rival those of
King Solomon,”  Throughout fime, the meatest and mose
noble horses af Avabia Deserta found their way o Egvpt
Abbas Pasha was so enamaored with the Saklawi Jedran Thn
Sudan strain of the Anazel that he eventually brought all
that existed to his stables, leaving nore in the desert. Sadly
upon the death of Abbas Pasha, the palace and stables was
abandoned and left 1o ruin.  The horses were dispersed ar
auction. In a frenzy to save these cherished treasures, Abhas
Hashe, approached Ali Pasha Cherif,
a voung man of greal wealih, and as Jraxsionaie ox Afbas
abaul the horses.  Upon the advice of Hashe, Ali Pasha
Cherif bought the cream of the herd, which remained with

Althengel this feve was fnstilled in fis sons

chief Bedonin groom

him in Caire.
whe carfied an after lim, eventually Aff Pasha's fevd was
dispersed.
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LADYANNE BLUNT

A major purchaser at this sale was Lady Anne Bluni, who
divided them between ler Shevkh Obevd Stud in Egypt and
her Crabber Stud in England. Happily, most of the balance
of the herd remained in Egypr with wealthy, royal and titled
Egvptian fumifies, It was at this point that the government of
Egvpt realized the significance of their equine treasures, and
the degree of devotion among their breeders. One of the
greatest ladies in the history of the Avabian horse was born
Anne lsabella Noel, 15th Bavoness Wentworth in [837. She
was the dawghter of William King, fst Earl of Lovelace and
Ada King, Countess of Lovelace. Her mother s parents were
the poet George Gordon Byron, 6th Baron Byron and
Annabella Byron, 1lth Baroness Wentworth,  With all this
aristocracy behind her, she was and is best known as Lady
Anne Blunr.  In 1869 she began what was to be a most
unhappy marrigge with the poer Wilfrid Scawen Blunt.
Possibly the only thing they had in commaon, or enfoved
together, was their fove for the Avabian horse. Within a year
of their marriage, they began extensive travels to Arabia,
Egyvpt and the Middle East, seeking ot what they considered
to he the world s finest horse. Lady Anne was so devoted to
the horse of the Bedouin, she became a serious student of
their breeding practices, dedicating herself io the same code
of purity of the Bedowin.ft was the plan of Lady Anne and
Wilfrid to bring the Bedowin horse to their newly established
Crahbet Stud in England, and was swceessful in doing so
Establishing a stud in Egvpt alse, & was their plan
exchange forses between the two locations, and beg
shipping two stallions to Egypr.  This attempt
disester, when the stallions weve lost ar sea, putting an o
this idea. Lady Anne was g horse lover from chila
accomplished equestrienne, a talented and well

principals  as
berally shared their knowieds
lady.  Wilfrid was met

in Middle Eastern pay

ess journeys to this pi
. Twer fm

bov. Lady Anne s foving, gentle and forgiving nature helped
her to cope with the indefensible sitwations she was forced 1o
suffer: Wilfrid also insisted on control of management of
Crabber Smd, although he was the lesser horseman of the
two, and made many inept decisions. He insisted on
managing horses in frigid England exactly as the Bedouins
managed theirs in the desert, and management decisions in
Eavpi was greatly lacking in efficiency.  Those decisions
ultimately caused the death of many hovses, both in Egvpt
and England, Using the Bedouin lifestvle as an excuse, he
had many mistresses, sometimes more than one at a fime.
However, in 1906, he moved Dorothy Carleton into their
hame.  She was his mistress who he fater adopted as his
niece. ft was the final straw for Lady Anne. A formal
separation was the result, and the Stud was divided. Lady
Anne kept Crabbet Park, Wiilvid took Newbuildings, and the
stock was divided evenly between them.  From that iime,
she began 1o spend several months a vear at her Shekyh
Obevd estate near Caivo, which was being used as a
hreeding farm for their horses in Egypr.  Judith and her
Jamily lived at the Crabbet estate. In 1915, Lady Anne
relinguished the mana; o !
to live permanen
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The death of Lady Anne passed the Wentworth tidfe ro Judith,
who then owned horses and land of er own, Lady Anne left
her partion of Crabbet o her grandchildren, Judith’s
children. She also appointed a trustee to oversee her estale,
Furious that they had been bypassed, Wilfrid and Judith
entered into a bitter legal barle over Lady Anne s part of the
extate and her horses. The conrts ruled in favor of Judith s
children in 1920, invalidated the deed which separated the
stud, and rennified most of the stud. By this time, Wilfrid had
reconciled with Judith but never bothered o alter his will 1o
grant fwer any inheritance of his property or horses.
Eventually, after Wilifrid 5 death in 1922, Judith bought her
daughters shares of Crabbet and Newbuildings and many of
the horses Wilifrid had sold.  Sadly, Judith did not possess
her mother 5 strict devotion to purity. When she inherited the
well know Crabbet Stwd in England, she changed the
camplexion of these horses completely,  Judith discarded
Wilfridd's  “desert practices™ which never worked to the
horses " advantage in England, and with it afso deserted the
principals of purity of the Bedouin in favor of a different tvpe
of Arabian. She sold some of the horses obiained in Egypr,
hack into Egypt. The horses thrived, and Judith prospered in
her breeding practices for almost 50 vears, when the
property was bisected by a motorway in 1971, To this day, a
greal number of Egypiian  Arvabions  sharve a common
ancestor with the Blunt horses. The student of the Egypiian
Arabian will recognize some great and highly influential
horses from the best of the breed s pedigrees, 1o some of
those horses, swoh as Azrek, Dafania, Queen of Sheba,
Rodania and the famous Ali Pasha Sherif stallion, Mesaond,
Mesagoud was browght into England from Egypr in 1889, to
become one of the most influential Arabian stallions in the
world and found in literally thowsands of pedigrees today.,
Perhaps the most famous of his offspring was the (900
stallion Astraled, foaled in 1900, One of his sons was
Ciwdastra, a great grandsire of Abu Farwa, who established
his own line in the USA. However, another of Mesaoud's
grandsons, Berk, was a stalfion thar estabfished o line of
Arabians known for their brilliane action. Mesaoud seemed
to epitomize the Blunts vision of an Avabian horse and sire.
He was a beawifid chesimut with good-bone, excellent
conformation, strength and  movement which became a
kevstone of the Crabbet Avabian. Sixteen mares and forty one
stallions are listed as rool stock in the Egyptian Agricultioral
Organization (E.A.0.) Stud Baok. Nearly half of these horses
were bred at Shekyh Obevd or at Crabbet Park. One was
Kazmeen, whe sold 1o the Egvptian Agricultural
'fbgumrianm Iﬂzammmfmﬂcmwm

wzalfap, she kept wp or led the pack in a powerful, smooth.
grownd covering trot. | rarely recall seeing her need 1o
advance info a gallop. The majority of purebred Avabians of
any program, in any country, trace to at least one Crabber
ancestor, all due to the great dedication of Lady Anne Blunt,
Folwmes of accounts of her life. devotion, and work with and
Jor her horses make intevesting reading for the breeder
enthusiast.  Crabbet-bred Arabian horses, to this day, are
known for their athleticism, classic tpe, temperament and
sonndness,  In 1908, the government formed the Roval
Agricultural Society whose leaders gathered the  best
descendants of the Abbas Pasha and Ali Pasha Cherif herds
Sar the averall good of the country,  Today, the R.AS. is
known as the Egvptian Agriculiural Organization, or E.A.0.
This is only a name change, however, as it continues with the
sume devotion and with the blood of theses precious, earlier
horses.

DR, SAYED MARE]

It has always been fascinating ow simple events can change
the course of history. In our own lives, we are aware of how
a quick decision can redivect aur path. Rarvely do we give
thought to how the decisions made by our ancestors
profoundly alfect the present and finture.

In 1935, Almed Marei visited the Roval Agricultural Society,
and brought home two voung fillies.  These fillies were
meanit 1o be the beginning of a smalf breeding program for
the Marel family.  Their existence in the Marei family
however would begin a passion that wowld grown generation
after generation. More important, that passion would be an
important stepping stone in the salvation of the Arabian
horses of Egvpt.

I time, Alwmed 5 son, D Saved Marei, grew up to be a very
important man in Egvpiian politics, bwt his love for the
Samily horses was sirong in his heari.  Following in his
father’s footsteps, he took a great interest in continuing the
hreeding program,

In 1951, the Marei family moved from Banha to Giza, at the
base of the Great Pyramids and adopted the name, Albadeia,
meaning wild, open desert. It was then that they also shifted
their breeding philosophy to the ultimate goal of breeding
the purest and most classical Egvptian Arabians possible.

In 1961, under the rule of Gamal Abdel-Nasser: the Arabian
hovse in Egypt was Mmﬂd with extinction.  To further
Nasser’s goals ﬁf g a socialist nation for Egypt,
Nasser made it v illegal o own assets of any
.:Igngf‘mmw [ “the affluent families




horses af the EAQ should also be dispersed,
D Saved Marei, then Minister of Agriculture, acting alone
with no political backing, and risking his career, approached
Nasser with a long passionate plea in defense of the horses,
His words were; " it will be as if erasing the great
prramids of Egypr. ™ fr was Dr: Saved Mavei whe was able 1o
convince Nasser o feave the horses alone, As a sole result
of this act, we have the Egvptian Arabian horse today.

Even though Nasser agreed to leave the horses alone, it was
still exiremely diffiewds to build a breeding program during
the 605, With xo many horses scattered and lost, it was
important to attempt to rescue as many of possible and
vefurn them fo the breeding programs of Egvpl.  Ever
dedicated to the Arabian horses of Egypt, Dr. Sayed Marei,
with Dr. Amin Zaher and Dr: Mohamed Al Marsafi of the
FAQ, diligently searched omt, found, and identified many of
the missing horses, returning them to the EAO or private
stuels that were able to care for them and continue to breed.
L Mavei continwed to work for the Arabian horses of Egypm
throughout his lifetime.  In 1983, along with his sons Nasr
and Hassan, who had become egually passionate about the
horses, foined with others to organize the private breeders in
what was to become The Egyptian Arvabian Breeders
Association, That organization is active today.

fn 1992 the sole responsibility of the Albadeia breeding
program passed on io his son Dr. Nasr Marei.  Dr. Marei is
well known as a respected judge of Arabian horses, a major
breeder af the Egyptian Arabian horse, and accomplis
photographer in the Egyptian Avabian community rod

WORLDWIDE INFLUENCE

It has been realized that the impartance of prese
blood of these exceptional horses is imperative.
classifi Straight Egyptian Arabian” was b

imports of the Babson era are sometimes referved fo as.
“old " Egyptian and the latter; as "new. ™

With the arrival of the EAQ horses in America, and its
appearance in the show rings. an explosion of interest and
enthusiasm took place throughout the Arabian horse world.
Breeders, desiring 1o add this precions blood 1o their
programs, as well as masses of new breeders who were
moving from other breeds or starting their fivst program,
conld not ger enaugh of Egyvptian blood.  The overwhelming
interest started a great demand for Avabians divectly from
Egvpt, and there seemed to be no eeiling to the price peaple
were willing to pay.

Longtime breeders of Arabians in Egvpt, such as D Sayved
Marei of Alhadeia Smd; Fatma and Afmed Hamza, Hamza
Stud; and Dani Bavberi of Shams Al Asil Stud, were quickly
recognized as excellent, private sources of Arabian horses
from Egypt, in addition to the EAQ. The breeding and
exportation of their horses, and those from the EA.0.,
became a familiar ritnal.

Witl hloodstock pouring out uf Egupt, concern began to
develop over the reduced breeding stock in its
native land, America Breed some of
the worldk most o st lesser scale,
at to benefit
ck to their

an is reserved specifically fo
1 horses born in Arabia
Ahbas Pasha | or Ali Pash
 and maintain the Roval A
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every fine to horses from Bedowin Tribes, or fo exceptional
individuals such as Ahbas Pasha and Lady Amn Blunt, who
only purchased horses from these sources, The terms “Blue
List™ and “Al Khamsa™ indicate that this horse is believed
bhevond a reasonable doubi to be pure as a result of the
research of theses meticulous organizarions. The term. Asil,
meaning purebred, is a German based organization with the
same goals. The term, Egvptian-Bred arv Egvptian Related, is
a term for a purebred Arabian horse whose sive, or boih
grandsires, are Straight Egvptian Arabians, but the dam or a
granddame is not straight Egvetian,

Reference to “Polish, " “Russian” and “Spanish ™ Arabians
refer to horses from breeding programs of those countries.
Interestingly, the horses of Egyvpr have plaved an impartant
part in their foundation. In 1936, Lady Wentwarth sold 19
Crabber  mares of Egvptian  bood 1o the  Russion
Government. In 1899, de Sdanovitch purchased five horses
with heavy Egvptian blood.  He larer purchased from the
Blunts the Ali Pasha Sherif Egvptian mare Sobha,  Count
Straganafl” purchased Makhula in 1900, The world famous
Mesaoud, from the Blunts herd, traveled to the Kleniwewski
Stud fn J903, all from Egvpn, The most influeniial modern
day horse of Russia was Aswan. The Tersk Stud of Russia
used hint extensively throughout his life.  Aswan was a
straight Egvprian stallion, a son of the legendary Nazeer out
af the fine mare, Yosreia. Many of his daughters vemained ar
the stud as cherished broodmaves. The blood of Egvpiian
horses iy strong in both  countries even  though there,
“straight Egyptian” breeding programs do nor exiss,  fn
Spain, Egvptian blood is thick through the blood of Crabbet
horses purchased by that country. Today, straight Egyptian
hreeding programs are dominate in virtually all Evropean
and Arah countries, in those af the British Isles, and on the
American continent.

Modern breeders have recently rediscovered the value of

crossing the blood from these other bloadlines with pure
Egvptian blood.  Many of the most successful and sought
affer horses in the Arabian horse show ring today are the
results of the infusion of purve Egvpiian blood, commonly
though an Egyprian stallion.  Likewise, other breeds aften
choose ro fnfuse Avabian blood to swengthen or add their
proponent characteristics,  This may be for overall beanty,
refinement, or endurance. Since ancient times, roughout
the world, man has looked 1o Egvpr as the source for the best
Mood, At this writing, the Straight Egvptian Avabian
represents less than 3% of the Arabian breed. vet holds aver
0% of the show titles worldwide and even more 50 in
Europe and the Middle Ease. In the mid 19805, when the
horse market af all breeds crashed, the Egyptian Arabian
muintained the highest position in value and the least decline
in numbers, over all other Avabian bloodlines.

ﬁ.’r.p purity of the Egyptian Arabian hovse has endured from
the beginning of history due 1o the passionate devotion of its
caretakers. The fittest have survived centurivs of batiles, and
harsl e across toreid Desert sand. It has carned respeet

with its great beauty, intellivence, strength, cowrage, and
staming, Gold has adorned its head and he has walked on
carpets of sitk. It has slept in the tents of its owners and
taken food before kings and pharaohs, Is there any wonder
why its blood, fine qualities, and purity are so precions?

Barbara 5. Lewis

Baraka Farm Egypiian Arabian Horses
wwiv barakafarm.com

Arkansas, USA
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