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T The seventh century Arab poet Yazid, in a
mere two lines, caprured much of the unique
sentiment between a nomad of the desert
and his beloved muare:

“odma in truth she bas ever Seen fo e @ precivus
posrension, dorm ard drought up in our tentse of alf
fc DT diurs wwhick bas Seen Sorn wmd dreal wvih
oy peagle rf bhe o Frocieon.

This strong sparitual connection between man
and horse is especially evident in the culture of
the Arabs, where the horse was not merely a beast
of burden, as was often the case in other parts of
the world. Another notable difference is the
respective value placed on mares versus stallions,
The western world has traditionally emphasized
stallions, while the winds of the eastern deserts
blew in a distinctly distaff dircction, This is not wo
imply that stallions were unappreciated in the
Arab world. To the contrary, they were celebrated
in the literature of the Arabs since pre-lslamic
tirnes and goeat pocts, such as Imm al-Chais, were
effusive in the praise of their male mounts:

N e o e, F&ngh doadlied, celsfripag he
sonhd beasts in .Elrl'rrd'.

Seurfd fo adtock, .r:l_ll'nir:' fa lm._jﬂﬁrm 5 if e
siapd e by the forrent,

Ha_r-nlhn'-ﬁ atned ve pmoarh phe sad s.."r‘r-.-_;'i'nm
Bim, as the rarin fromm i srgetk srene”

Western liverature about the Arabian horses often
implies that the Bedouins used only mares in bar-
the, yet there are numerous literary references, par-
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ticularly in pre-Islamic imes, of the stallion being
utilized in warfare, Ome interesting pocm nells of
a warriog, a8 he learms of the enemy approaching
the camp, asking his two daughters 1o saddle his
stallion s0 he might ride our and meet the foe.
This reference is one of many thar disputes the
coneept that enly mares were ridden in bamle and
also indicares another often over-looked aspect of
Bedouin life - that the women and children had
significant responsibilities regarding the horses,
Yer any serious snudent of the history of the
Arabian horse soon learns thar the mare was
prized over the etallion in the culure of the
Bedouins,

When investigating the role of the Arabian horse
in the desert it is paramount to understand their
original purpose - they were clearly an instrument
of war. Faster and more maneuverable than the
ciamel, borses were a distinet advantage in the
evpe of ekirmishes that were common among the
tribes. Livestack meant wealth to the Bedouin,
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and a trusty war mare was an cffective means of
raiding others to gain this wealth. Horses, howey-
er, were relatively rare in the desert, and much
more of a luvury than the trustworthy camel,
which provided mear, milk, transporration and
leather and was uniquely sited to the desert envi-
fofment.

Aside from their speed and stamina, the evolution
of the horse as a prey animal means they have an
ability 1o detect motion far beyond the scope of
human eyes, and the horses of the desert pos-
sessed especially keen vision. It i intoresting 1o
note thar the horse has the largest eve of any land
mammal, and, like most desert creatures, the oyes
of the Arabian are larger than their fellows which
evolved in a different environment. Whether or
not there is a biological explanamion, anecdotal
evidence indicates it was the mare more often
than the stallien that alerted the tribe o the pres-
ence of outsiders, Time and time again, even until
the modem day, the Bedouins will tell of a special



mare whse behavior was a perfect “alarm” system
for the tribe, It is often said that when the man:
pricked her ears and expressed in interest in o par-
ticubar direction, it could be 20 minutes or mone
before the subject of her interest was visible o
humans, This gap in time was hugely important
to the tribe, for by then the horses could be sad-
dled and soouts sent out to investigate the threat.

Another disadvantage of the stallion is a tenden-
¥ to be vocal in the presence of other horses. It is
difficult to maintain the advantage of stealth
when riding a stallion, as all too often when he
senses the presence of other horses he will
announce his arrival in an overt way, There is
validity to the presumpaion that chis is a signifi-
cant reasen for preferring mares in an environ-
ment where the element of surprise was often the
difference berween viovory and defear.

The scarce resources of the desert and the
nomadic Lfestvle of the Bedouin alse bed to the

horses heing reared in chose proximiry to hamans,
While modern horse breeders often practice the
process of “imprinting” newborn foals, the
Bedouins understond this concept bong hefore the
advent of modemn sdence. Borkhardt, 3 Swiss
who traveled o Arabia in 1814 wrote, “Th¢
Bedowing never fef the foal drop ve the groumd ar the
maaument? of ifs Birth, But they recerve it in their arms
and berale if woieh the utmest care for severnl bowrs;
they wwstsh it and strerch its deficase Smbs and caress it
ali over fide a child, ..~ Foals and young horses were
lovingly cared for by the woman and children of
the tribe, who were responsible for much of their
early maining. A pre-Islamic reference states,
“With regrd to the tare of their borses, the Arafs
fruited mone vy fheir somi or pheir woemer.,” This
sacialization, which was much different than is
found in the west, often resulted in the foals
bonding with humans in the same way they
would with members of their equine herd.

Because of the close connection with their horses,
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the Bedouins also took advantage of the strong
matermal instincts of the mare, Even though the
nature of the equine is to flee danger, they also
possess the capability for strong defense using
their tecth and hooves, In the wild, mares will
fiercely protect their foals, and a group of manes
will sometimes unite against a predator or come
mon threat. Amazingly, Arabian mares were often
secn protecting their fallen riders against the
enemy. With ears pinned back and teeth bared,
they reacted much as they would if their own foal
was in danges. Mares were aleo known to aid their
riders during the battle irsclf, charging and biting
as if they were also warriors, Such behavior could
onky occur when the socialization of the manes
was such that they considered their human come
panions as part of the “herd.” This behavior
astonished the Euwropeans, including General
Daumas, who wrote, “Could ir mor S thar the
Arads, beraure of their intimate arsociation with the
barse, Save krewon bow to develop in bim faculties
nlemeni o R wlrife woe dy .lml'_g.rh'ﬂ.l‘ Sy pE fi]
the borse than the povession of the insttnet of mme-
rj'l'n.l'ﬂrd'ruﬁr.r:l!rbhx I uﬁmr'.lfp_ﬁ'fmnf.'uﬁuw
ot e rd'n'.l'rur_'_r i b B 0 -sln.lf_p il |'.I.r.|.1|r_'|r o i':mlllfu'r
tark, "

Whether the general use and success of the mare
in warfire led to the development of recounting
the ancestry of their horses through the use of the
tail female line is not known. It is likely, however,
that cbservation over time led to placing a greater
emphasis on the mare when it came 1o breeding,
While it is casy to dismiss certain traditions
among the Bedouin as superstition, their supreme
success as horse breeders is an indication their
folklore should not be overlooked. An emphasis
on purity is another example - over time they
must have learned the value of pure blood in
maintaining the characteristics they desired. The
same must certainly be true of placing greater

emphasis on the mare fine,

The nomadic Bedouing possessed a superb oral
tradition in both poetry and genealogy and
thankfully a portion of this information made the
transition to the written word. While the early
western travelers to the desert made much of the
“strains” of horses, even describing them as if they
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were different breeds, they are a relatively recent
development. The earliest references in written
Arahic actually recount the ancestry of the horses
by their individual names, and it is only aboat
three hundred years ago that strain names are ref-
erenced, and they are only commonly found in the
lazt two centuries. The original strains gencrally
described a mare with defining physical charac-
teristics or exceptional behavior which founded a
line of equally distinguished offspring. Narurally
those mares which produced superior offspring
would have greater value than other lines, so the
first strains were undoubtedly an indication of the
finest familics. Modem breeding also acknowl-
edges the strengths of particular mare lines and
the importance of considering these lines when
making breeding dedisions. This is just one exam-
ple of the validity of Bedouin folklore when it
comies o horses, while modemn scicnce has oot yvet
revealed the seeret of why mares seem to cons
tribute mere than stallions,

The horse is also highly regarded in Islam. The
Propher Muhammad (pbuh) greatly loved hors-
s and encouraged his followers to be good stew-
ards of their animals, There are many sayings or
hadiths of the Prophert (pbuh) which particular-
Iy emphasize the mare. Several of these are
recounted in the 14* cenmry manuseript of Al
ibn Abd al-Rahman ibn Hudhayl al Andalasi,
which deseribes a wise man asking the Prophet
{pbuh) which possessions arc profitable. f mare,
Solferwed by @ mare, awd in ati womb @ mare,” was
the answer given. Aday Ibn Fadl said that a man
asked the Prophet (pbuh), “What posciion 5
goed?"and the Prophet (pbuh) said, i roto of pal-
fimated date trees, or @ mare whick produces many

ﬁa’ff. =

The same manuscript speaks of the Propher
Muhammad (pbuh) advising his followers, “Tinte
wpam you the mares! Therr backs are o sancturry and
their wemds are o trewure.” Upon hearing this
advice it is said that one of his followers told the
Prophet (pbuh), “0b Propbes! I do havw mares,” and
the Propher (pbuh) replied, *Then keep them and
Lreed them fo stallions, uﬂd'.u!'ﬂllﬂ' £he pmares that reradl
Moo this, and you will rise fo the Srpbest fevels of
barven.”
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Another indication of the value placed upon the
mare is that, traditionally, they were never sold.
They were sometimes given as gifts, however, or
owned in shares among several members of the
tribe, and occasionally grave circumstances
resuleed in a sale, but this was certainly not the
norm. Perhaps this inadvertently led to the
development of several breeds in Europe, for
onee the Europeans learned the value of Arabian
bleod they made numerous forays to the deserr,
bur were generally only allowed 1o purchase stal-
lions, Outside of its ancestral homelands it was
much more difficult to sustain pure breeding ini-
tially because of the unavailability of Arabian

TS,

In conclusion, there can be mo doubr that the
Bedouin horse breeders emphasized the impor-
tance of the mare over the stallion in both warfare
and breeding. The love and admiration they felt
for their mares, however, is perhaps best expressed
through centuries of Arabic literature, It is here
that one can best appreciate not enly the physical
characteristics the Bedouins prized, but also the
beauty and spiritual antrbutes thar make the
Arabian mare a treasure beyond price. R

“Fhe o o gr.f.&!u' ey gl"nm‘ thar sfretch fhem=
.'lrﬁ.rﬂ_,l'_.l.rﬂ!lfp ] rﬁ:fr;uﬁ"ap. IprIREIng and -‘r;g.ﬂn' gﬂ'ilﬁ.
Jp.rm:'ug it tr her ETprTRETL her i'nlgfn;;’ I .I‘.ﬁ-:__,l'a'ru
extenided desers, plain giving wnite plain.”

From e Ml by Yaral, trambaral by $ie Chatles Lyall

“Bhe arrrived me nrui'::u:p-d'rni'ﬁﬂ‘. ad iy seut arvtall e
bl and the Eﬁiﬁ o, her beard, Jpre wr strenglh
and emcounagement in the bartle.,.”

r.rl:-lpll:ulwl'ﬂﬂl.-'-:.

Tﬁrgnj mrare, bhe remewwnied, tn fhe worldd phere 51
wowe fike ber...
vt nock curved fike a panfor drameh...,
waber booves fly forwand faster cver than fives the
todiritumd. ..

Froem the “Sreafitg of the Mure® by Salame Mba Faid

Hnd if that which was unthbeld of the retns 5
restored fo ber, she lets hereelf o af full speed fike the
darting fhght of @ sand-grovee which Aewds prr-

Fdaas

And I awill keep ber as my own, ro fong as there 15 a
preseer for the olive, and so fong ae o mman, barefoor or
shad, twanders e face of the cartb”

From the Mbmraridl of Yaridl tramlated by Sie Chasles Lysll
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