THE LIFE AND LEGACY OF

Rummaja Ali




f Ruminag Ali had been a

pELion, his life sure ly
would have ended up on
Same

enterprising young writer woubd have

the silver screen.

]:lilﬂ'.mj Fies sbory oo an up ;-|||-;I-|;|,1|p1|:'|-1-_l
['{l:li!r‘l-\*ﬂ-mt !.:rl.'rd.u:::r. wha In tam
would have found a handsome kading
man tw play the par, and the rest
would be hissory - a Hollywood
bloclbuster of 3 meovie, seen anond
the wordd.

The requisite elements are all there -2
youngster from a second peneration
irnpxigrant family o America, sent 1o

a new home. but repected, and sent
back. Then |;:‘.rii||.g another hame,
and going off o 1 narional comperi
tion, =l a youngser. where, a5 the
anderdog,” he was not expecred
CIEPEE 4 WAnner, MNext, the swest maste
of victory, and 2 national :||.1r.|:|:1i.-n-n:
hip which brings him o the arention
af a charismartic and innovarive mana-
ger who takes him o even grearer
phory. Another day in the Maconals
spodight, this rime competing 2gainst
the “growmups.” A muld-million dol
lar  syndicaion. Celebriry-filled
r‘r.ukrd-i!lrmhng auenion £ilez.  Sons,
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daughers, and grandchildren achie-
ving worldwide fame. And finally
retusning home 1o spend his kst pea-
ceful years with the family thar had
been his ever-faithful supporters since
age one

But movies come and go, ofien
quickly forgotten when the nexr one
arrives an the theate. ["l_'l']‘:ﬁ'_'l'-: we
showdd be thankful thar Ruminagja Al
was @ horse. Mot just any horas, bur
an Arbian sallion of supreme rype
and quality who founded a dynasty
during his liferime.

AT

A omllicns whose influence maches
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through dme; whose ger and grandger have in tum
faumded their own dynasries, conquering the world
with the strength and beaury of their blood.
Ruminaja Ali, bred by Russell and Mibdred Jameson
of Ranch Ruminaja, was foaled on May 11, 1976,
His pedigree, a judicious blending of the “new”
Fayprian impores w the Uniced Stares, was 2 reflec
tion of thar obd horseman'’s adage: “Ler vhe sire of the
gre be the grandsire of the dam.” In his case, char
meant *Morafic, the legendary son of the Egyptian

Agneulmural Sociery's supensire Nazeer, whose sons
and daughters exerted a global influence on the
Arabian breed. All four of H.ll:hli]lui.l Ali’s EI.II:L(I'I\HJ'
rents, including “Momfic, were imported from
Egypt by Doug and Margarer Marshall of
Gleannloch Farms whose imports in the 1960% hel-
ped create a renaissanes of Egypeian Arsbian horse
breeding in the Unired States.

The world was caprivared by the Biryrale beauty of
*Moratic, and the lovely bay Nazeer daughter, *Bim
Maisa el 3aghira, also gamered enthusizsm for
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l'.t:.-!':l:i:m lalecwclimies s slee :'i'mq'.mmd
the Anscrican shaw ing with ber legey
elegance and soriking  moverment
Ther son Shaikh al Badi, bom in
196, bavame one af “Muorafics mosr
Fluliﬁ-.. L, AP nesirly TO0 Foals,
including  Ruminaja Al Ring
Magidaa, Ruminaja Alis dam, was a
half-sister 10 the well-known stallion
Mabiel asad produced seventeen foals in
her lilerime, riwny al thizm cha mpig-n;
*Khafo, the sire of Bine Mapndaa, was
the second source of *Morafic biaed in

Aliy pedigree.  His dam, the lovely

Anter daugheer *Mabilahh, was a half-
sister io " Faredsie, 3 sgallion of ethereal
beawrye,  Limebred 1o Maceer, with the
additsanal sire lines of Anver, Shahloa,
and Sid Aboubom, the |1|_-|,|1'!_m1- arl
Buminaja Al also fmmured superb
mare lines rom e Goest Fmalies of
Egvpr, inl:|-:|.t"|.ij:|5 Monizr ¢ Mebous,
Yosoeta, and  Kareefa

Ruminaga Al was Abayyan Om Jurays

Fareela,

in strain, tracing in il fenale woa
MTHAFE IVER 3% A Ejl‘: iy Egrypee from !-:',_ing
Abdul Aziz of Saudi Aribia in the carly
19305,

As might be expecied, Ruminaja Al
WAL i Capivating foal and grew inem
fine young colr. He was entersed by biis
breeders. the Jamesoms, in their kocal
futurity, where he weas shown to vicrory
three years in a row. [t was ax his first
appearance in the West Michigan
Breeders Futurity class that fare engj-
neered a collision couree berween the
Bergren family and Buminaja All, The
impact was ins@anancows, a8 lom
Bergret and his mother simply coubd
not take thewr cyes off the rall, degan,

and boisterous  colt  that Gene

o Desert Heritage Magazine

¥ . i
VIR LR el

=L i niler Mo i

b

st (= At o= .'-'-Ih; f'.-}.'.".f'.-'s' .ﬁfl,n" for feis reluen

fa e J-':.n’.r,.f,.' .-:."'r_l-l ‘.’_.-'.r.-'.-‘.-'.f FH = ’.-"I.ﬂ"l.r.r.l':l deferii



Reicharde showed 1o vicwory that duy
Tom immediaely called hss brother
Jum and asked him to go ke a look @
the colt at his carliest opportuniny

“1 had a really hard me petting 1o see
Ali," explains Jim. "First, by the ame
| got some vimie off 1 go w the acher
side of the state to see him, we were
|J.i.-ail‘:-|:|i|1lr.1] b learn thar we wens
eoni lace, and he had been sodd.” T
passed, and when the Bergrens wenr
tor pick up some mares they had sent
to the Jamesons 1o bresd o Al sine,
Shaikh al Badi, they had a chanee
conversatan with one of the Efrh wha
worked ar the Baom. "We heard from
her that Ali had been rerumed by the
original buyer and was back ar Gene
Rescharde’s,” conrimues IIim. "= pal.
hl:ﬂ.l JEHHI! ir iIII -II'II: 'I-'I"ul"u" !L‘JI'I'H.- ﬁi:ll'l'l
Ranch Ruminaje, and decided dhar |
should toke an airplane over w
MMilwaikes, Woeconsin to see him,
sinee it was just a 90 mile ﬂiﬁﬁd acTn
the bake” It soundod casy cniough,
bur when the Faeful day came, onee
again, Jim was prevented from mee-
ting Ali. “After the passenpers from
the incoming flight were finally off
and we were just about ready o get on
the plane, the guy driving the luggage
cart went oo close o the aircraft and
smashed into the wing: They decided
tha ||dal|||.r s sl Lo ||:|.'r s | b 1o

call Gene and cancel the vig”

Jim hinally made it co Mibwaukes, and
life i the Bengren fumil_:.l b never
been the same. 7T was shooting video
of Ali, =0 my firsr sight of him was
through the viewfinder,™ Jim says. *He
was kind of oo a hill, and looked so wall
1 thoughe mavbe iowas the groend be
bin L .\!illﬂ’;llﬂ THl. -I-I'IL'II 'I\'Flnl r I:Iil.l. I_'"E'I
on level ground beside him, he kepe
looming up in frone of me, and [ neali-
s b peally was a big cole.”

A pecurrent theme i the recollecsions
of all who knew and loved Al is thar of
his unique characer.  Jim Bergren
recbls dhar he was instandy aware thar
this codlt was differene,. “A% | was o=
ki:lg ki owver, | notieed that he was
Ipoking ME over,” be savs laughingly.
1 said 1o myself, hes making up his
minad - absoir mee while I'm o making up
iy e about himd  Fisst | nonced
tis babinee, then b e, then all of
his wonderful qualitics pur ropether,
bue finally, what impressed me the
mast was just his arrinede.”

Bergrens didnt bargain — they paid
the asking price = which was, of cour-

se, a bargain in the end,

Whar made the Bergrens decide thac
Ali was right for them? Ar the dme
Ihe":," had a sice oallection of mares of
fine American |:|n:¢din_1!;. inl;]uding
Fadi and El Magaro daughters, a5 well
as some mares feamunng Egypran
blood, “We were rired of hauling our
mares toather ssallions,” Jim says, "and
we probably used up esght of our nine
car lives hauling those mares and cheir

L . - ' v v " i
G wminaja S, victorious at e 20t
. ' I~ o i r i P
.;33-1?}.-'"';;:-'?.-'{;#.'# =Aall “Classic S\hon with - Ced

Gribson as a trwo-year ofd colt

Jim ademits he had juse S100 cash in
his pocker thar day.  He used thar
money v “seal the deal” with the
Jamemons and keep Al off the markes
until he returned home m camplere
the purchase.  For his rime, Ali was
quite an expensive cole.  Bur the

babies from Michigan cthrough
ﬂhh‘lpl ro breed o F.g:.'p'l!i:m seallions
like *Tuhotmos, *Farxrdac, and
"Moarasim.” Burt che family was deger-
minad o continue with their decision
to use the new Egyptian imports. Mot
only were these stallions visually exc
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rimg ko the Berprens, bar they beelioved
the bloodlines would aded exacely whar
they were secking in cheir herd. “After
we leamed rhar Egyprans wene having
the best milfluenee on oner mares, when
I s Adi, 1 chaughe "Here we pol” He's
a young horse, bur hes gonna be a
prreat show horse, and yes, | believe he's
ponn be a wonderhil breeding horse,
wan The lwtare woaild i:ll'l:l'.l'_liml_'er-

rect anall sceouns.

The Al star began m rise and owinkle
when he won ||.r:|mn‘¢u£unm| badk-mo-
back wicrodes in all three yeirs of the
West Michigan Fururiey, bue i oruly
began shining brighdy in Ocrober of
1979 when he headed west oo che LS.
Aribian Matonal Championships in
Albsquergque, MNew Mexico, The
Brergrens had never taken a horse o the
Marsonaks before, and this was anly the
wrams] Manonal Championship they
hiacd ever artenced, Tl Gibeosn was the
rwam at the end af Alis bead.
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Matr  Bergren,
although
FOUNE 10 remsem-
ber  the
event, [-l:nn:; ]

L
actual

waitch the footage
of All at thar Fue-
ful show and
[msten o his uncles
as  they el
those unfongetis-
Bl  momens
“Ted wus 2 hock
of a tainer,” ys
Mar, "and AL,
well, he was just AL It is imporrant o
remember thar 1974 wasa great vear for
three year old cols. The Top Ten
Fururity Coles included the stmight
Eg;j.'pr.'mu A Halim Bev, Aspata
Impenal, and lbn Laghloul, as well a
the *Bask sons The Chiel Justice, and
Grande Bask. Ali came from nowhere
o defear  the eventual  Reserve
Champion, Huckldserry Bey  The
enduring reputations of his comgeti-
Gan made the vicory even sweeter, a5
eeveral of those colts went on to stellar
careers as show and breeding horses.
Jim Bergren recalls, “We dicint know
anybody ar the Nasonals and we didn’
lenerw what was going w0 happen. The
preliminaries began on Samnday the
week before the finals, and we made the
firsr cur, and dven the seconcd e, gl
we began to see all these really nice hor-
sex going e the nng and then heas-
ding home, and we were sill in the run-
ﬂiﬂg with Ali. Then, when Al was
name=d  Mational I:lumpimﬁ. W W

& .-If.-'..r,r.rf.-'.!.wl..-;ﬂ =AY in “Ganaba
iy o ;||I:I'-r."|"-"' -ZII".I' rr |""-'|I-'I";‘r
f”,l'{"-f re .I'II."-!" f'."f".llll."-l'.-e' Ll l"-"l
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Crop ~(acnt Jeoneones,

juast I-::-I:|i‘|.- and |::|:||1||1|.:'r¢-|:,- overwhiels

fineel?”

Several orher lves were influeneed thar
day in Ckaober when All emerged vic-
David Gardner was in the
v, amd has alen been ql_u:lm:i ax
saying this was the moment his bove
affair with Ruminaja Ali began, “Ali
was very, very differenr from anyrhing
in that ¢las,” remembers David, and
after aking a close Jook ar the calfs
illisrriows FIII‘.'“I:[iEI"I:'I;. he immediandy
conmcted the Bergrens and began his
pursuir of Ali

{HATN1AS,

Loy and Linda Davideon of Foous
Farm were alsn presene during Alis
win. Known as astuee breeders with an
unerring cye towards selecting the besr
snllions o complimenr thetr mares,
they immediately booked several mares
w Al “The Davidsons Faich in Ali
lierally kepe our dooss apen those firs
oouple of years,” says fim Bergren. The
bong lise of Focus-bred champions and
champion-producing sons and d;]_ugh
ICTS of Ali pﬂ.‘l'l.-rd ﬂ1:ir decuston m
breed o dhis untried stallion o be a2
prudent one indzed.

Tl Cribans, like s many who were
eloge 1o this great stallion, was stronghy
influenced by his characrer. “All was
just unbelievable,” Ted recalls, “and 1
choant et emoesonal sbour a lor of hoe-
se%, bur this one had more personaliny
than any other horse 1 ever worked
with,” Ted recalls thag Al was truned

both oo ride and drive, and although he



was pever shown in performance, he
was very impressive under saddle.
*You could push Al only so far when
he needed discipline,” Ted explains,
"and then you'd reach a peint where Ali
would say, 'Okay, you got the message
acrogs, That's enough’” - he could
shoot you down with just a book”

When Ted had Al for rmaining he was
giill a young stallion, abways on the
move, always wanting w0 be omier
stage, and alwayvs full of nervous
EILCIEY. He pever went :Il_:rwlbﬂ: al a
quiet wallk, but instead did a liling
dance thar became known as “the Ali
shulfle.” One of the few people who
consisterty had a calming effect on Ali
was a voung lady named Rhondas
Vindermeullen. “She would ke him
for long walks in the afremoons, just
lerting, him nibble on gras, lisen w
the birds and relax, and they pot w
kaow each other very well,” says Ted,
Rhonda, as one of the wp show
grooms in the country ar thar time,
accompaniedd Al o the 1980 LLS,
MNatonals where he was competing for
Magaonal E|:|.|.|.utpir.u| Saallion.

Tead Ciibson remembers that class like it
was yesterday, W henever Ali gor into
troable at home,” he explains, “I'd yell

ar him and say, Ali, qued™ When the
Bergrens got to the Natiomals dear year

=M s .H':*rwr-f;mrr ol
teaken fawe weeks b fore
feis f'.r'.r.lfnr:'; i al the 1979
=N, 2Mationals,
wheee e was S,
-.;-F:e}'l‘,rrfr'rr.h'r.f-" *l"-.f'-:.-"'rrff.r.rl.r!-"-r'.f.r

E?:IHHFH if Yoolt

they began giving our burrons with
“"Ali" prinied on them, and during his
clags the sudience began chanting “Ali,
A" over and over,  “OF course, Al
immeedizely thought be was in tow-
ble.” says Ted. “nd he started doing
that linde shuffle and 'm trying w get
throagh 1o his head and it his brain
that everything was really fine, and that
he was u|-|.:".'. and ot i touble, asd
just to relax.” Even though he was a ba
wnnerved, Ali sull performed like dhe
champion he was and gave Ted every-
shing he had thar day. “My bigge

FERIet ats @ Erainer was thar 1 sewmerimmes

don't believe | was gpod enough 1o ke
Ali where he really could have gone,”
laments Ted, “He was so regal, and if
vou camed his respect he would do
.:|1-:1|1'||1E faai yoir | just wanied to bws
1;|.'r|2r|i trlm.t]_;li for him — he was this
kind of a hose.”

In 1980 the compennon was wery
I.I'EE]'I. aimad i Bergren melers o he
lierses shuorwn |Juri.l1u Al yoirs in il
nng 5 4 “gathering of apgles” The
names are sall familiar more than
ey yeaars later, “Muscar was named
Platianal [j:l:uui:lin-u that year, Bey
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Shah wus Reserve, and Ruminaja Ali
was third. When Ted gave Al w
Rhorda after they left the arena, the
stallion dropped his head inw
Rhondd’s chest and heaved a decp sigh.
“Ir was as if he saying. 1 gave you
everything | had.”™ Ted recalls of the
emotional momene between the o
It was the only mme he ever saw Al
walk far-foored, and his head renai-
ned down ar Rhondds side dunng the
long walle back to the bams.

The “Gardner Bloodsiock”™ years were
next in Alis long and distinguished
career. anwd China Spring, Texas beca-
mie hiz new home. David Gandner, sl
watching intendy a5 Ali added ULS,
and Canadian Top Ten laurels wo his
shew career, remained convinced thar
Ali possessed innate greatness both as a
show horse and sire. Again, he pursusd
a purchase, and finally persevercd,
cngineering an innovative multi-mil-
Lon dollar syndication, of which the
Bergrens: remuined members.  There
can be no doube thar David Gardner
pioneered a level of promotion and
marketing for Ali thar was roally
unprecedented for an Asabian stallion
ar thar rime, and remaing a benchmark
even woday.  He sieadfasthy marched
Al forwand, wath class and 51]-'|.|:'. L afi
unparalieled level of accomplishiments,
andd the begend of Ruminaja Ali would
nar exist withour David Gardner and

his extraordinarny vision for this
stallian,

The final tme Ruminag Al
wenr o the LL5. Matiosal
Championships  he  had
avid Gardner on the lead,
several new  owners, and
legions of loval fans ro chees
him on. Al seemed o gt
betrer and bemer with each
shewing thar year and che
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numbser of his followers inercised 45 2
result. By the nighr of the finals, it sce-
med the entre cowd had bur one

E’-"';.'.m'fﬂ:ﬁﬂfﬂ E‘f‘? i weiitle
Feapi¥) h._rj.-'.-'nsa}m'r' al the
1983 .. @Nationeals
wiheee fie was
=S, S Reserve ;—_‘;.M#&?ﬂ‘rﬁ"’

: i"f;}".r.-r.fmp fone @ tallion

name on their lips — "AlL™ When the
beautiful sallion, now lighty dappled
and nearly white, was named ULS.
Reserve Marional Champion Stillson,
the noise in the arena was deafening.

A stallion may cam fleeting moments
of fame through his indivedual excel-
lence and show ring successes, but only
in the breeding shed can he achicve
prue immortalioe. There cin be o
doubt that Ruminag Ali, only a few
shore years after his death, has founded
a dominant sice line that is influencing
the Arabian breed around the ward,
Ali sired many champions and of his
{19 offspring, both sraight Egyptisn
and others, many of thoe have gone
on to produce theis own champions
But if Ali had sired only one foal he
soll would have FrHie down in the
history books, and thar foal was the
resule af an bnteresting twist of fare,

Before they acquired Ruminaja Ali, the
Elnl:rg;r-:ns bired several mares oo his sire,
Shaikh al Badi, One of these was a
bovely daughter of El Magaro named
Heritage Memory. For some unk-
nown reason, she did mot get in foal
that year, a firse for her. So when they
secured the purchase of Ruminaja Ali,
the Bergrens decided m hring her
home and breed her 1o the new colt.
She immediately got in foal. and the
next year an exquisite bay cole was
born. They named him Ali
Jarmwmal, and bike hes sere, hie wemt
on o win the 1.5, MNational
Champion Futurity, and in
195H) v I1=I|1r:-|.'| LA
National Champion sallion.
But perhaps even more asio-
nishing, he also sired a U5,
Maronal Ell;l:lll]fu:ln Futurity
colt, BST Dajamaal, and a
U5, Reserve Narional
Champion Siallion, Dalsr al



Jamaal, fust like his Bacher before him,
Today, the sons of Ali Jamasl are busy
founding dynasries of their oo,

Whar made Ali special as a breeding
stallion? "He sired consseent trajes,”
siys Jim Bergren. “He would put ovpe
on a korse, and a loek thar said, “his is
an Al horse.” He would also rechini-
cally improve the horse — whether the
mare needed hip or a shomer back, or
neck, or type, he could make dhese
improvements on a regular basis.” It
is nearly impossible to name his most
influential sons and daughrers, as
there are 5o many who have had suc-
cesshul careers as both show and bree

ding horses. A quick look ar just a few
of his sons of international significan-
ce is impressive, but far from compre-
hensive, In Qacar dhere 15 Kaamil
Batal, a National Champion in chat
country. Brazil, of cource, is home 1o
Ali Japmal, In Australia, Anaza El
MNizr has exerred 2 soong influence,
while both in Argentina and in the
U.S, Anaza El Fand achieved great
Farme a8 a show horse and sire.
Coaltown was 2 Reserve Nadonal
Champion itn Traly, and Ali Valenono
and MA Alishah have had tremen

dous shaw suceess in Germany. In the
United Staves, The Minstril has foun-
ded his own dynasty, particulardy
through his son Thee Desperade, ver
another U5, Reserve Matonal
Champion of the Ali sire line. The
Focus-bred get have also been very
influential, including Focus Fanali,
Focus Khemali, and Facus Alianna, to
pame but a few.  Straight Egvptian
daughters such as Bine Neurah, lone,
Bint Awllah, BEA Alisabbah, Binr
Bint Sonbolah, and Bine Zaarina have
been outstanding producers. A quick
look at a complete progeny list shows
that this is but a small sample of his
many supeth sons and daughuers.

Ruminag Al was lad o rest on
Avngust 29, on the Bergren Erm in
Michigan. Somehow, it scems thar the
lives of all who knew this grear stallion
were changed in some way from
having known him. Ali's full brother,
Ruminaja Fayer, came 1o live with the
Bergrens recently, and along with Ali
El Dhin, ALl Jamaal’s full brocher, they
feel especially blessed to have so much
of the Ali influence on their farm,

his brother, Ruminaja Al A seallion
thar, while on rhis earth, was perhaps
never of chis sarth,

"1 think Ali had an endudng qualing”
stares Jirm Bergen, “1F vou book ar many
champions of vears past, they would
nor even po lop Ten in roday's show
ring. Bue I chink Al would have been
a champion in any decade, in any
country - from the 70% right up unil

Mar noticed when Fayez arrived char
his personaliry was remarkably similar
o Ali, as it was somewhat difficule o
get close ta either stallion. One day,
however. when Ruominaga Fayez was
tumed loose in the arena, he scemed
o fimally ssek out Matr, and wane
be near him, Mun decided to “scize
the moment” and enjoy some special
ame with Alis treasured brother. He
led him our on the farm o ake a kei-
surely stroll together and Fayez wil-
ked quietly beside Maet until he sud
denly stopped and pur his head down
to graze. Faver had unerringly chosen
to halr ar the exace site of the grave of

.

-.,Er"'l'ﬁ'fﬁﬂ.':!a'ﬁﬁ.f oAl frst
erfilee fie: 10ts Jr.wn"frﬁﬁré}
frons the faesons
biy the ,;;_:."?rr:—;rrnw

as a two-year el

today. He was the prototype of the hig,

premmy; refines] and chamemaric stallsan.
Al was eruly ahead of his rime.”

The Arabs sy, “A gold jewel cannor be

made excepe from geld.” Ruminaja Ali
wis surely the gl stanclard.
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