
“The Arabian horse is, in its originality, a unique 
part of  the world’s cultural heritage, formed by 
its constant struggle with the forces of  nature; 
yet today, throughout the world, it is shaped by 
the wishes and demands of  a largely well settled 
breeding community, looking for entertainment 
and commerce”.          (H.J. Nagel) 

To mark his 96th birthday in August 2026, Dr Nagel wrote a retrospective for the new 
DESERT HERITAGE MAGAZINE on his life with Arabian horses, his great passion, which 
has been a driving force for more than 60 years. Over time, horse breeding changed; 
selection methods increasingly focused on a new phenotype, whilst the horses’ genotype 
became significantly less influential. Geopolitical and economic aspects exerted an ever-
greater influence on global breeding. Nagel was fascinated by the Orient and, throughout 
his life, sought to answer the question of how an historic, thousands of years old horse 
breed could be preserved for the future in its finest form. His closed studbook of pure 
Egyptian Arabians is both a successful experiment with a scientific basis and a world-
renowned project for the conservation of historic mare lines and their noble offspring, which 
remain available to interested breeders as a gene pool.           
             Monika Savier

Nagel’s breeding aims and its historical 
roots. A guide in turbulent times.

Happy BirtHday 
dr Nagel

Victor Adam, Arab horseman, 
19yh Century

Arabian horses, my great passion 
accompanied me intensely throughout 
my life. But to explain today’s horse 
breeding, I must look back at the 
geopolitics of history.
I set myself two tasks:
•	 By gaining precise knowledge of the 

history of this breed, from its origins 
to the present day, based on historical 
literature, current scientific findings 
and records in studbooks, as well 
as contemporary art as represented 
in painting, with the intention 
of understanding this breed as 
comprehensively as possible. 

•	 By searching for existing breeding stock 
that comes as close as possible to the 
original, and whose continued breeding 
has been pursued consistently up to 
the present day.

The Arabian horse was originally the 
warhorse of the nomads who roamed the 
Arabian Peninsula, the so-called Bedouins. 
Around 2,000 years ago, the ancestors of 
these horses came from the north into the 
hands of these people. They were the first 
horses to find their home on this peninsula. 
Until then, only camels and donkeys had 
been used as riding animals or beasts of 
burden.

These horses, previously kept in the lush 
environment of the northern Orient, had to 
adapt over the centuries to a completely 
different environment, namely that of 
the Arabian Peninsula. From the larger 
and heavier horses of the north, a light, 
undemanding, hardy and people-oriented 
breed of horse eventually developed. Like all 
domestic and wild animals living there, they 
were equally marked by the consequences 
of this merciless environment. Climate, 
vegetation and scarce water supplies 
imposed strict limits. Their life on the 
peninsula also meant that they had almost 
no contact with other horse breeds; this 
condition can be described as a closed 
population.
The first mention of these horses is found 
in the Koran in the 7th century. After that, 
further documentation remained sparse. It 
was not until the 19th century that the local 
population opened itself fully to the Western 
world. Adventurers and courageous 
merchants discovered these horses on their 
travels and were astonished and deeply 
impressed by the beauty and uniqueness 
of the small herds of Bedouin-bred horses. 
They reported on this breed, previously 
unknown in Europe, and before long 
numerous expeditions set out from Europe 
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and purchased hundreds of horses for 
their studs. Almost all of these purchasing 
commissions travelled to northern Arabia, 
to Syria, Iraq and Palestine; they did not 
dare venture to the southern peninsula. For 
foreigners, living and travelling there was 
very dangerous.
Over the centuries, this southern Arabian 
breed had spread throughout the Arab 
region through the great migrations from 
south to north. Large herds of hundreds 
of horses were kept by the Bedouin tribes 
there, and extensive grazing areas and 
abundant grain harvests provided a rich 
source of food. These many horses were 
a necessity: thousands of them were used 
in the great wars of that period between 
powerful Bedouin tribes, in which political 
control over the fertile territories of northern 
Arabia was contested.
The southern horse populations were limited 
and always remained a minority within the 
wider Arab region. Of these horses, from 
the many small breeding populations of the 
time that were noted for their beauty and 
nobility, only a few reached the Western 
world. In most cases, the best horses 
remained in the Orient and were bought 
by the wealthy upper classes in great cities 
such as Damascus and Baghdad, or were 
retained by Bedouin sheikhs.
In the meantime, the world in the Orient had 
changed. After the First World War, new 
countries were created and old national 
borders redrawn, making the long seasonal 
migrations of the Bedouins impossible. 
The aim was to settle them permanently, 
and this was forcefully pursued by every 
means. In the end, the breeding of Arabian 
horses came to an end as a result. Their 
keeping was taken over by a small number 
of enthusiasts and landowners from the 
settled population, who regarded them 
as a respected and valuable legacy from 

the past. No one from the West appeared 
any longer to buy horses from the above-
mentioned Arab countries.
Much later, in the 1990s, there was a great 
awakening, a kind of renaissance in the 
Orient. National studbooks for Arabian 
horses were established. The remaining 
horses were entered into these studbooks, 
as were the Arabian horses imported in 
large numbers from Western breeding 
programmes. High prices were paid for 
them, and so the best and most highly 

“Over the centuries, this southern Arabian breed had spread 
throughout the Arab regions. Large herds of  hundreds of  
horses were kept by the Bedouin tribes.”
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awarded mares and stallions from the West 
passed into the hands of the Arab upper 
classes and found a new home there. It 
was, in a sense, a return journey, now from 
West to East, and many studs in Europe and 
particularly in the USA benefited from this 
major wave of purchasing from the Orient.
With these horses came, as it were, the 
entire Western industry surrounding the 
Arabian horse, and it was received with 
great enthusiasm in the Arab world. Today, 
the largest shows in the world take place 
in the Gulf states and in Saudi Arabia, 
with a new generation of Arabian horses. 
The old historical stocks have practically 
disappeared. The studbooks are packed 
with horses from the best breeding 
programmes all over the world.
As early as the 17th and 18th centuries, 
because of their proximity to Turkey, some 
landowners in south-eastern Europe had 
already purchased Arabian horses from the 
Orient. These noble horses later found much 
admiration, especially in Poland. New studs 
were added, with the result that Arabian 
horse breeding developed very successfully. 
The studs in Poland, Hungary, Russia and 
England became famous, going back to 
the great purchases of Arabian horses 
from Syria, Iraq and Palestine. From this 

which were far superior to the Arabian horse 
in speed, with the result that today there 
are almost no purebred racing Arabians 
left. More than 90% of all these horses are 
crossbred products.
By contrast, the Arabian endurance horse 
has retained its leading position in this 
discipline on long distances of up to 120 
km. In this discipline, the Arabian horse 
cannot be surpassed. However, the long 
training period, over many years, is a major 
handicap for the sport.
It is therefore not surprising that no more 
than 1-2% of all Arabian horses worldwide 
are kept for these two disciplines, and that 
both sports have remained popular mainly 
in the Arab countries.
The total population of Arabian horses 
worldwide is estimated at around 150,000-
200,000 horses. The horses participating 
in shows amount to roughly 10-15% of 
this population. A large proportion of the 
remaining horses are kept for breeding 
show horses; this is evidently proof that 
breeding is no easy matter and that only a 
few qualify to take part in major shows. The 
remaining portion stands in the stables of 
enthusiasts of the breed, used as leisure 
horses or kept out of pure passion.
Where, in the development of such a 

source, the Arabian breeding programmes 
established in Western Europe and the USA 
after the Second World War were able to 
acquire excellent breeding material. Under 
the very favourable economic conditions 
of the time, these populations grew very 
rapidly all over the world to an enormous 
size, with the foreseeable consequence of 
massive overproduction. A sudden collapse 
followed, hitting Western breeding hard.
The heyday of the Arabian horse in the 
Western world was therefore only brief: just 
thirty years, from 1970 to around 2000, and 
then it was over.
During this heyday of Arabian breeding, 
especially in the USA with its far larger studs 
and farms, a trend towards specialisation 
began. Arabian horses were bred for racing, 
for endurance riding, for leisure riding, but 
above all for the presentation of these 
Arabian horses at spectacular show events. 
This was something quite different, a much 
larger undertaking than the breeding shows 
customary in old Europe. Such shows 
soon became the favourite playground 
of breeders and lovers of Arabian horses. 
Everything else became secondary.
The resulting racehorse breeding was 
seriously endangered by the tempting 
crossbreeding with English Thoroughbreds, 

significant world population, has the 
historical Arabian horse remained? In the 
Orient, breeding was neglected or altered 
by crossing with imported horses. It was left 
behind by the pace of development. And 
the movement towards change continued 
and still continues, affecting all breeding 
directions worldwide, including the famous 
studs in Eastern and Western Europe that, 
over many years, had developed their own 
generally highly valued and recognisable 
type. The shows forced them all to rethink.
Today, these shows dominate public 
attention and, to a significant extent, the 
entire course of events in Arabian breeding. 
Shows with thousands of participating 
horses are no longer rare. They are 
extremely well organised, strictly regulated 
and conducted according to fixed rules to 
which the show organisers have committed 
themselves. The Arabians presented there 
originally go back to the great European 
breeding, such as the Polish, Russian and 
Spanish, or to show Arabians bred in the 
USA, as well as to Arabians from Egyptian 
breeding.
For the uniform conduct of these shows, 
and especially with regard to a uniform 
judging system, a ‘show-horse standard’ 
was eventually developed. Every breeder, 

“The resulting racehorse breeding was
seriously endangered by the tempting
crossbreeding with English Thoroughbreds”
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whether previously committed to Polish, 
Russian or American Arabians, now tried, 
through selection or through crossbreeding 
with horses from other foreign stocks, 
to achieve this standard. In this respect, 
even the globally known studs gave up 
their own national identity. The aim was 
and remains to achieve the highest score 
of 100 points across five categories. 
This is possible if the horse is awarded 
20 points in each of the categories: 
type, head and neck, topline, limbs and 
movement. These requirements were 
ultimately bound to lead to the breeding of 
an Arabian that combines what is typical 
of the Arabian horse with Western ideas 
of correctness and performance. The 
Arabian horse, characterised by the five 
categories above, has indeed become a 
‘show Arabian’, a newly created type that 
has evidently gained full international 
recognition. The typical Polish Arabians 
still exist, as do the Russian Arabians 
and the Crabbet Park horses in England. 
But there are only a few left, and from a 
breeding point of view they have slipped 

a few stallions were purchased during 
the 1920s by the RAS (Royal Agricultural 
Society), and thus formed the foundation 
stock of the Egyptian State Stud, today’s El 
Zahraaa Stud, located on the edge of the 
capital, Cairo. The breeding objective was 
heritage breeding and the use of suitable 
stallions to improve the national horse 
breeding population. Later, a few additional 
stallions were purchased with the intention 
of using the offspring of such horses on 
the racetracks in Egypt. Unfortunately, the 
boundaries between these two intentions 
were soon blurred, and today it therefore 
requires a high level of expertise to manage 
such a stud successfully.
These so-called ‘Straight Egyptians’ 
have found a fairly constant international 
following. The following concerns itself 
exclusively with horses that trace back to 
the El Zahraa Stud in Cairo. Associations 
and interest groups were founded that 
devoted themselves to the breeding and 
dissemination of these horses.
It would be surprising if the popular show 

into the background; something else has 
now become the focus.
In line with these ideas, judges at such 
shows are trained in courses and as 
assistant judges, and are able to apply such 
a scoring system correctly.
The great exception to this development 
remains the breeding of Arabian horses 
that goes back to the Egyptian State Stud 
El Zahraa. In the 1920s, those Arabians 
whose ancestors had come from the 
Arabian Peninsula to Egypt were brought 
together in Egypt. At that time, in the 
second half of the 19th century, there was 
lively trade between the Egyptian upper 
classes and the Bedouins of the Arabian 
Peninsula. In particular, the viceroy Abbas 
Pasha was enthusiastic about these 
horses and collected the best examples in 
his palaces. In addition, many such noble 
horses had been brought to Egypt as spoils 
of war from the Wahhabi wars, which were 
fought in the north of the Arabian Peninsula. 
From these early days, only a few mares 
and stallions ultimately remained. Of these, 
around 16 of the best breeding mares and 

business had not spread into this breeding 
direction as well. Shows for Egyptian horses 
became popular everywhere and were 
conducted according to the same rules 
as today’s major shows for typical show 
Arabians. The consequences for many 
Egyptian Arabians are easy to foresee: 
standardisation towards the typical show 
Arabian. Apart from such developments, it 
is still possible today to find an astonishingly 
large number of breeders of Egyptian 
horses worldwide who have their own 
ideas of an ‘Egyptian Arabian’. Especially in 
Egypt, there are many private breeders who 
concern themselves exclusively with these 
‘Purebred Egyptian Arabians’. In quantity 
and quality, they have apparently overtaken 
the venerable old El Zahraa, which has 
suffered greatly under a misguided breeding 
and sales policy. There, unfortunately, the 
actual main goal - historically valuable 
heritage breeding - has long since been lost 
from view.
If one lets the development described above 
of a breed that once existed for thousands 

“...judges at shows have 
been trained on courses, 
and they are able to apply 
such a scoring system ...”

“...it is still possible today 
to find an astonishingly
large number of  breeders 
of  Egyptian horses 
worldwide who have their 
own ideas of  an ‘Egyptian 
Arabian’“.
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Egypt, there are many private breeders who 
concern themselves exclusively with these 
‘Purebred Egyptian Arabians’. In quantity 
and quality, they have apparently overtaken 
the venerable old El Zahraa, which has 
suffered greatly under a misguided breeding 
and sales policy. There, unfortunately, the 
actual main goal - historically valuable 
heritage breeding - has long since been lost 
from view.
If one lets the development described above 
of a breed that once existed for thousands 

“...judges at shows have 
been trained on courses, 
and they are able to apply 
such a scoring system ...”

“...it is still possible today 
to find an astonishingly
large number of  breeders 
of  Egyptian horses 
worldwide who have their 
own ideas of  an ‘Egyptian 
Arabian’“.
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of years in the midst of the Arabian deserts 
pass before one’s eyes, one recognises 
how far today’s Arabian horses have moved 
away from their origin. One must therefore 
search for the few remaining horses, if any 
such horses still exist at all. Unfortunately, 
the strong pull of the show world, dominated 
by a standard type, has affected all breeding 
directions. Working with show horses 
promises good opportunities for profit, such 
as prize money and better sales prospects. 
Yet in these large show populations in the 
USA or the Middle East, one looks in vain 
for the historical Arabian type. It is no longer 
to be found there. An attractive descendant 
shaped by Western ideas has taken over 
the field.
Even all the relatively few remaining Arabian 
horses of different types, from the most 
varied studs and breeding programmes, 
especially those that arose after the First 
World War, also clearly bore the marks of 
selection according to European standards. 
Almost the entire hippological community in 
Western and Eastern Europe pursued other 

culturally they are not identical, but they 
are very, very similar.

•	 There was no exchange with other studs. 
The original foundation stock remained 
unchanged; it grew and expanded 
from within itself. The approximately 16 
initial mare strains founded their own 
families, yet in the end fewer than ten 
managed to become firm pillars of the 
entire Egyptian population up to the 
present day.

•	 On paper, such mare strains and 
dam lines are easy to recognise. 
But could a particular dam line also 
preserve the typical characteristics 
for which it was once selected, or has 
everything mixed with everything else 
so that differentiations are no longer 
recognisable? For the majority, this 
unfortunately has to be answered in 
the affirmative. However, that does not 
diminish the above observation.

For a long time, internationally speaking, 
the El Zahraa stock lay in a fairy-tale sleep. 
From its beginnings in 1922 until 1960, for 

breeding goals, oriented towards its own 
national horse breeding. Heritage breeding 
was not in demand. Through selection 
within their own populations, and through 
lively exchange and purchases from friendly 
studs across national borders, all possible 
types of Arabian horses arose in the course 
of history. Many of these horses were used 
as improvers, or adapted to European 
conditions in so-called pure breeding. 
Pure breeding versus crossbreeding, 
homogeneity versus heterogeneity: this is 
a subject that has lost none of its vitality 
to this day, especially as the terms pure 
breeding and purity of the breed were used 
very arbitrarily and unprofessionally.
The Egyptian population is different and 
has remained a phenomenon within this 
development.
•	 The Arabian horses brought to Egypt 

remained in an Oriental environment. 
Processes of adaptation were not 
essential. The Arabian Peninsula and 
Egypt are geographical neighbours; 
climatically, geographically and 

about forty years, it remained the national 
pride of Egypt’s great horse lovers in the 
upper levels of society. From a breeding 
point of view, four to six generations had 
grown up at El Zahraa during that period.
Since then, a further sixty years have passed 
in which Egyptian Arabians have been bred 
internationally, in many studs in Egypt itself, 
in the USA, in Europe and in the Middle East. 
This adds another six to seven generations 
of breeding history. In each of these ten to 
twelve generations in total, changes have 
occurred. New things have been added and 
old things have disappeared, intentionally 
or unintentionally, with considerable or only 
minimal consequences.
A precise study and assessment of today’s 
population of Egyptian Arabians shows, 
fortunately, that there are still considerable 
signs that the historical Arabian horse has 
not been lost.
In order to recognise it, it will be useful 
to present this historical type in a precise 
definition, while not losing sight of its 
hundred-year development history. A 

“A precise study and assessment 
of  today’s population of  Egyptian 
Arabians shows, fortunately, that 
there are still considerable signs 
that the historical Arabian horse 
has not been lost”.

The mare’s stables in El 
Zahraa State Stud, Cairo.
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about forty years, it remained the national 
pride of Egypt’s great horse lovers in the 
upper levels of society. From a breeding 
point of view, four to six generations had 
grown up at El Zahraa during that period.
Since then, a further sixty years have passed 
in which Egyptian Arabians have been bred 
internationally, in many studs in Egypt itself, 
in the USA, in Europe and in the Middle East. 
This adds another six to seven generations 
of breeding history. In each of these ten to 
twelve generations in total, changes have 
occurred. New things have been added and 
old things have disappeared, intentionally 
or unintentionally, with considerable or only 
minimal consequences.
A precise study and assessment of today’s 
population of Egyptian Arabians shows, 
fortunately, that there are still considerable 
signs that the historical Arabian horse has 
not been lost.
In order to recognise it, it will be useful 
to present this historical type in a precise 
definition, while not losing sight of its 
hundred-year development history. A 

“A precise study and assessment 
of  today’s population of  Egyptian 
Arabians shows, fortunately, that 
there are still considerable signs 
that the historical Arabian horse 
has not been lost”.

The mare’s stables in El 
Zahraa State Stud, Cairo.
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comparison with today’s so popular show 
horses will make the existing differences 
very clear.
Both the show horse and the historical 
Arabian horse are still closely related, but 
they are no longer brothers and sisters.
Today’s show horse has without question 
remained a noble Arabian, but it is clearly 
shaped by perfect management and 
by breeding selection aligned with the 
standard type.
What reminds people of the Arabian 
horse, and what is sought and demanded, 
is surprisingly the head typical of the 
Arabian horse. It has become a fetish. 
There has always been agreement that 
it is the concave frontal line of the head 
by which one recognises a good Arabian 
horse; no other horse breed has such a 
feature. Today, this head shape appears 
in the most varied forms, from extremely 
concave to only a slight indication. 
Whether one likes these heads that tend 
towards the extreme or not, within the 
standard type they have risen to become 
the most highly valued feature. The type 

But is it a typical Arabian feature? It is not. 
Rather, it is the gallop that gave the Arabian 
horse its highest value. At shows, there is 
no room for it.
These three highlights - features that are 
very easy for the audience to recognise 
and understand in relation to the scoring, 
namely the strongly developed head shape, 
the topline and the trot action - are now 
decisive characteristics of a successful 
show horse. This horse matures early, grows 
quickly, is stronger in bone structure and, as 
regards size, a height at the withers of 160 
cm is no rarity.
For such a concept to be feasible at all, it 
must be as easy to understand as possible 
in all areas.
For those who breed and provide the show 
object, and who have a clear guideline in the 
required standard. This refers to the horse, 
which has become part of an overall concept 
and indeed one of its most important parts, 

score stands or falls with the evaluation 
of the head.
Head and neck have been combined. 
A neck is preferred if it is set on high, 
somewhat too long and somewhat too 
fine; under no circumstances may it be too 
short, too thick or too heavy. Show horses 
have a finer mouth than was previously 
customary; the head as a whole is 
somewhat longer and narrower, the ears 
are usually somewhat too long, and the 
eyes are a problem.
The so-called topline is also desired; 
alongside the head, it is another decisive 
feature for a good score. This means, from 
the withers to the tail set, a firm back and 
a long, straight croup that flows into a high 
tail set.
Unfortunately, the high tail carriage so 
typical of an Arabian horse is not taken into 
account. This is a regrettable mistake.
A third element is movement, presented 
through the trot action. It must be spectacular; 
the horse must be in a state of the highest 
excitement and inspire the audience. It is a 
weighty element in the overall assessment. 

although the actual aim is the show result 
through the optimisation of all areas.
•	 For the audience, which must be kept 

in suspense by a constant change of 
presentations in the show arena in 
order to increase the entertainment 
value and which, in the end, expresses 
its full approval through applause.

 The fact that corrections are made from 
time to time to the manner and concept 
of judging shows an obvious need for 
optimisation, which is intended to be 
achieved through possible objectification 
of the matter. Every subjective 
influence must be prevented as far as 
possible. Such an approach is naturally 
supported if the definition of the show 
object is also as clear, unambiguous 
and understandable as possible. That 
is why agreement was reached on only 
five categories, while also taking into 
account the time factor for assessment.

“What reminds people 
of  the Arabian horse, is 
surprisingly the head. It 
has become a fetish”.

“Both the show horse and the historical Arabian horse are 
still closely related, but they are no longer brothers and 
sisters”.

“Working with show horses promises good opportunities for profit, such as prize money and better sales prospects”.
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A third element is movement, presented 
through the trot action. It must be spectacular; 
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order to increase the entertainment 
value and which, in the end, expresses 
its full approval through applause.

 The fact that corrections are made from 
time to time to the manner and concept 
of judging shows an obvious need for 
optimisation, which is intended to be 
achieved through possible objectification 
of the matter. Every subjective 
influence must be prevented as far as 
possible. Such an approach is naturally 
supported if the definition of the show 
object is also as clear, unambiguous 
and understandable as possible. That 
is why agreement was reached on only 
five categories, while also taking into 
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“What reminds people 
of  the Arabian horse, is 
surprisingly the head. It 
has become a fetish”.

“Both the show horse and the historical Arabian horse are 
still closely related, but they are no longer brothers and 
sisters”.

“Working with show horses promises good opportunities for profit, such as prize money and better sales prospects”.
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The historical Arabian Horse
Now to the historical Arabian. What makes 
it so unique, and why has it found so many 
admirers? It was its lightness, its dryness 
and its noble appearance that clearly 
distinguished it from the heavier native 
breeds common in Europe at the time. In 
detail, it was also the head so typical of the 
Arabian, then a novelty; however, extreme 
heads such as those seen today never 
existed. Elegant and lightly concave forms 
were valued, but even these were rather 
rare in the past. At all times, the northern 
type tended to have straighter heads; 
only the southern Peninsular Arabian was 
the source of this typical Arabian feature. 
For many, a fine, dry head was sufficient, 
but under no circumstances could it be 
convex. Only when heritage breeding was 
established at the El Zahraa Stud was 
greater attention paid to this characteristic, 
thereby significantly increasing its frequency 
in the population.
Its second extraordinarily important 
characteristic was its high tail carriage: when 
standing, carried like an elegant arch; in 
the trot, particularly high; and upright in the 
gallop, like a flag in the wind, with a silky 
fall of hair. Without this tail carriage, every 
Arabian horse in the Orient was disqualified 
as not Arabian, for example when Arabian 

be released in the gallop, as well as long 
strides and thus a speed that was often 
the salvation of horse and rider. For a 
Bedouin, the fast horse had the highest 
value.
In old stud documents and old studbooks, 
one finds records of the size of the horses 
once imported from the Orient. Heights 
at the withers of 145-155 cm are entered 
there. The great studs in the East also 
used these measurements for their 
selection in the past. Up until the 1960s, 
horses that were smaller or larger were 
excluded from breeding. Then these limits 
were abandoned; customers and breeders 
from the USA preferred the larger horse, 
a regrettable development that opened the 
door wide to unlimited growth in size.
An original Arabian grew slowly and was a dry 
horse with fine skin and coat and light bone 
structure; every extra kilogram was a burden. 
Its body weight was estimated at 300-350 kg. 
Heat and weight do not go together. Scarce 
food and long marches made it an ascetic, a 
hardy and undemanding horse.
Arabian horses in southern Arabia lived under 
the open sky, neither in tents nor in stables, 
sometimes tethered or bound at the forelegs. 
They lived beside or near the tents and were 
treated as family horses. Without human care 
and protection, they would have been lost. 
They thanked their protectors with attachment 
and easy obedience; they were people-

racehorses were admitted to the racetrack in 
Cairo. This tail carriage is a must for every 
Arabian.
The gallop is regarded as the third important 
element. It was the most valuable quality of 
a horse in Bedouin breeding. A fast gallop, 
followed by a long walk, were the two most 
sought-after gaits. A good walk was adapted 
to the purpose of the often days-long 
migrations from pasture to pasture. The fast 
gallop was required on Bedouin raids, which 
were carried out as surprise attacks by day. 
At night, one approached the desired target 
at the walk or trot. The trot had to be so light 
and springy that the hoofbeat of a trotting 
horse could not be heard. Everyone sought 
such horses, and the owners of such a horse 
were never safe from theft. In this respect, 
customs were harsh.
The clearest expression of adaptation to its 
environment in the Arabian horse was its 
black skin. For this reason, in earlier times in 
the Orient all Arabians were called ‘Kohailan’, 
corresponding to the Arabic word ‘kohl’ 
meaning black. Every sun-hungry tourist 
now knows that sunburn can naturally only 
be prevented by good skin pigmentation. 
The same applies to these horses when they 
are exposed to the hot rays of the sun, as 
is usual in desert regions. Pink patches of 
skin beneath the silky coat burn, and light 
markings on the legs and body are also highly 
vulnerable. This necessary black skin is found 
in all colour varieties: greys, chestnuts and 
bays. Only minimal markings on the head 
were tolerated, and black hooves were the 
norm. To survive in a difficult environment, 
adaptation had to be as perfect as possible. 
In northern Arabia, people were not so strict. 
There were shady places for people and 
animals; the climate was somewhat milder 
and there was no shortage of water.
The historical Arabian was rather a 
rectangular horse with a slightly long back, 
a longer and slightly curved croup and 
predominantly somewhat shorter legs. 
Horses with longer legs were certainly 
valued, but they were in the minority. A 
longer back allowed tension and power to 

oriented and had to be. Their sense and 
feeling for human behaviour were strongly 
developed, and their reactions to good or less 
good treatment were clear and immediate. 
This behaviour has naturally been preserved 
in many of these horses. The Arabian horse 
was fully integrated into the life and daily 
struggle for survival of human society and 
therefore possessed the same range of 
means for successful adaptation that had 
been found for overcoming such hardships.
Nomadism, in its history of many thousands 
of years, was the original way of life of many 
tribal peoples. The Bedouins on the Arabian 
Peninsula lived this way of life for thousands 
of years, and during these 2,000 years their 
horses occupied a firm place in their rhythm 
of life. This Bedouin life no longer exists in its 
uniqueness, and neither do their horses.
The great upheaval came about 100 years 
ago. These last hundred years are only a 
short time compared with the long, long 
prehistory of these horses, a breed that arose 
on a peninsula and was kept there as an 
almost closed population. It was genetically 
established probably like no other, and most 
undesirable recessively inherited traits were 
selected out by nature. All these circumstances 
and conditions strengthen the assumption that 
such horses can still be found, carrying within 
them the great heritage of their past.
From a breeding point of view, the habits 
of the Bedouins and modern breeding 

Inspecting things more closely, it’s apparent that preservation breeding based on pedigrees does not
necessarily aim to improve horses by selection. In some cases, it’s just the opposite that is done, the reasons
being the small gene pool and the scepticism towards some of  the foundation horses of  Egyptian original
breeding. Which is why in some studs, a pedigree is more important in breeding selection than looking at
and judging the horse himself. Which, in turn, raises the question if  it’s not actually the good horse who
upgrades the pedigree?
Making too much of  pureness or even super pureness, without regarding beauty and functionality, is just
clever business. If  there is a lack of  labels or logos or famous prefixes added, good horses will just be
nobodies. Labels such as Asil, Al Khamza, or Blue List appear to refer to a kind of  quality seal. The term
blue in itself  is suggestive of  pureness, a blue sky, blue sea – with advertising likely to use this color for
assumedly clean and noble products, such as the presumedly blue blood of  nobility, or the supposedly
clean Blue Efficiency technology with diesel cars. Just imagine “Blue List” horses being presented in a
“Red List Catalogue”! Who would still buy them?
Young breeders, however, often take that kind of  labeling at face value. What is more, not all Blue List
horses are Straight Egyptians (just look at the offspring of  Turfa, a foundation mare of  both Blue List
and Blue Star), and most of  the Straight Egyptians are not Blue List members – take El Zahraa in Cairo,
still the cradle of  the Straight Egyptians, but only 25% of  the horse stock there are Blue List.
Which is understandable, as the Ott famly put up their Blue List Catalogue in order to “... encourage the
preservation and increased production of  the type of  Arabian horse originally found in the possession
of  the Bedouin tribes of  Arabia...” (introduction to the Blue Arabian Horse Catalog by Mrs Jane Ott). So
it was not just about, among others, Straight Egyptians, but also about Syria and Saudi Arabia as countries
of  origin, as Egypt was a country importing Arabian horses, too. The Egyptian pashas had a particular
liking for the horses from the Nejd area, the highlands of  Saudi  Arabia, whose offspring have today
become a hype for the new breeders on the Gulf.

Quite hard for young breeders to still see through and understand all of  that. More experienced breeders,
with their own breeding goals firmly established, take things in a more relaxed way - they know that labels
come and go. Still, organizations that allot these “certificates”, and claim to have reasonable foundations
for them, are much coveted. They are social networks, basically speaking, and have become many breeders’
ideological homes. This ill-fated but attractive incentive towards “flocking behavior” does not necessarily
result in better horses – as is easy to see not only in Straight Egyptian breeding, but also in the extremely
narrowed-down show horse lines. Together, it’s easier to believe in having the better horses, which is
supposed to have an influence on prices and marketability. Imagined “family relationships” emerge, all
across the social classes of  the different breeders involved, just because of  the usually similar ancestry of
the horses they all have.
Browsing Facebook or respective blogs, you will find that many breeders go for these networks – no
matter whether analogous or digital ones – to take their first steps in breeding, to collect experiences, to
communicate with peers; always hoping to obtain information and support and be part of  the group.
After all, even humans are herd animals embarking on exchange about common interests and feeding
places.
Again and again, however, the competition among breeders gives rise to extremist positions: the “line
bashing” phenomenon. Using grotesque stories illustrating the pureness and impureness of  individual
horses in the past, breeders can call attention to themselves and their own horses, at the same time de-
valuating the horses of  others. Extremists love to have their issues conveniently narrowed down. Maybe

     
      
        

    
       

        
     

      
        
      

       
       

       
     

     
        
       
     

      
     

       
      

        
    

       
      

      
     

 
       

     
    

   

       
    

       
      

 
     

      
        

      
      

       
       

       
     

       
    

        
       

     
      

      
       
      

       
      
      

 
   

   
 

 
 

 

 
   

   
 

 
 

 

   
    

     
    

    
    

       
       

    
   

   
   

             

     
      
        

    
       

        
     

      
        
      

       
       

       
     

     
        
       
     

      
     

       
      

        
    

       
      

      
     

 
       

     
    

   

       
    

       
      

 
     

      
        

      
      

       
       

       
     

       
    

        
       

     
      

      
       
      

       
      
      

 
   

   
 

 
 

 

 
   

   
 

 
 

 

   
    

     
    

    
    

       
       

    
   

   
   

             

     
      
        

    
       

        
     

      
        
      

       
       

       
     

     
        
       
     

      
     

       
      

        
    

       
      

      
     

 
       

     
    

   

       
    

       
      

 
     

      
        

      
      

       
       

       
     

       
    

        
       

     
      

      
       
      

       
      
      

 
   

   
 

 
 

 

 
   

   
 

 
 

 

   
    

     
    

    
    

       
       

    
   

   
   

             

Famous root stock from El Zahraa State stud, Pyramid Society and Asil Club

The Straight Egyptian
Moniet El Nefous Family,
the most important Siglawy group
in the El Zahraa Stud

Who would breed
the ideal Arabian Horse?

The Straight Egyptian Nazeer (Mansour x Bint Samiha)
emerged as the “stallion of  the century” in the state stud
of  El Zahraa. He influenced Arabian breeding all over
the World
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Inspecting things more closely, it’s apparent that preservation breeding based on pedigrees does not
necessarily aim to improve horses by selection. In some cases, it’s just the opposite that is done, the reasons
being the small gene pool and the scepticism towards some of  the foundation horses of  Egyptian original
breeding. Which is why in some studs, a pedigree is more important in breeding selection than looking at
and judging the horse himself. Which, in turn, raises the question if  it’s not actually the good horse who
upgrades the pedigree?
Making too much of  pureness or even super pureness, without regarding beauty and functionality, is just
clever business. If  there is a lack of  labels or logos or famous prefixes added, good horses will just be
nobodies. Labels such as Asil, Al Khamza, or Blue List appear to refer to a kind of  quality seal. The term
blue in itself  is suggestive of  pureness, a blue sky, blue sea – with advertising likely to use this color for
assumedly clean and noble products, such as the presumedly blue blood of  nobility, or the supposedly
clean Blue Efficiency technology with diesel cars. Just imagine “Blue List” horses being presented in a
“Red List Catalogue”! Who would still buy them?
Young breeders, however, often take that kind of  labeling at face value. What is more, not all Blue List
horses are Straight Egyptians (just look at the offspring of  Turfa, a foundation mare of  both Blue List
and Blue Star), and most of  the Straight Egyptians are not Blue List members – take El Zahraa in Cairo,
still the cradle of  the Straight Egyptians, but only 25% of  the horse stock there are Blue List.
Which is understandable, as the Ott famly put up their Blue List Catalogue in order to “... encourage the
preservation and increased production of  the type of  Arabian horse originally found in the possession
of  the Bedouin tribes of  Arabia...” (introduction to the Blue Arabian Horse Catalog by Mrs Jane Ott). So
it was not just about, among others, Straight Egyptians, but also about Syria and Saudi Arabia as countries
of  origin, as Egypt was a country importing Arabian horses, too. The Egyptian pashas had a particular
liking for the horses from the Nejd area, the highlands of  Saudi  Arabia, whose offspring have today
become a hype for the new breeders on the Gulf.

Quite hard for young breeders to still see through and understand all of  that. More experienced breeders,
with their own breeding goals firmly established, take things in a more relaxed way - they know that labels
come and go. Still, organizations that allot these “certificates”, and claim to have reasonable foundations
for them, are much coveted. They are social networks, basically speaking, and have become many breeders’
ideological homes. This ill-fated but attractive incentive towards “flocking behavior” does not necessarily
result in better horses – as is easy to see not only in Straight Egyptian breeding, but also in the extremely
narrowed-down show horse lines. Together, it’s easier to believe in having the better horses, which is
supposed to have an influence on prices and marketability. Imagined “family relationships” emerge, all
across the social classes of  the different breeders involved, just because of  the usually similar ancestry of
the horses they all have.
Browsing Facebook or respective blogs, you will find that many breeders go for these networks – no
matter whether analogous or digital ones – to take their first steps in breeding, to collect experiences, to
communicate with peers; always hoping to obtain information and support and be part of  the group.
After all, even humans are herd animals embarking on exchange about common interests and feeding
places.
Again and again, however, the competition among breeders gives rise to extremist positions: the “line
bashing” phenomenon. Using grotesque stories illustrating the pureness and impureness of  individual
horses in the past, breeders can call attention to themselves and their own horses, at the same time de-
valuating the horses of  others. Extremists love to have their issues conveniently narrowed down. Maybe

     
      
        

    
       

        
     

      
        
      

       
       

       
     

     
        
       
     

      
     

       
      

        
    

       
      

      
     

 
       

     
    

   

       
    

       
      

 
     

      
        

      
      

       
       

       
     

       
    

        
       

     
      

      
       
      

       
      
      

 
   

   
 

 
 

 

 
   

   
 

 
 

 

   
    

     
    

    
    

       
       

    
   

   
   

             

     
      
        

    
       

        
     

      
        
      

       
       

       
     

     
        
       
     

      
     

       
      

        
    

       
      

      
     

 
       

     
    

   

       
    

       
      

 
     

      
        

      
      

       
       

       
     

       
    

        
       

     
      

      
       
      

       
      
      

 
   

   
 

 
 

 

 
   

   
 

 
 

 

   
    

     
    

    
    

       
       

    
   

   
   

             

     
      
        

    
       

        
     

      
        
      

       
       

       
     

     
        
       
     

      
     

       
      

        
    

       
      

      
     

 
       

     
    

   

       
    

       
      

 
     

      
        

      
      

       
       

       
     

       
    

        
       

     
      

      
       
      

       
      
      

 
   

   
 

 
 

 

 
   

   
 

 
 

 

   
    

     
    

    
    

       
       

    
   

   
   

             

Famous root stock from El Zahraa State stud, Pyramid Society and Asil Club

The Straight Egyptian
Moniet El Nefous Family,
the most important Siglawy group
in the El Zahraa Stud

Who would breed
the ideal Arabian Horse?

The Straight Egyptian Nazeer (Mansour x Bint Samiha)
emerged as the “stallion of  the century” in the state stud
of  El Zahraa. He influenced Arabian breeding all over
the World
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The pure Egyptian Nazeer (Mansour x Bint Samiha)
emerged as the “stallion of  the century” in the 
state stud of  El Zahraa. 

The pure Egyptian Moniet El Nefous family,
the most important Siglawy group in the El Zahraa Stud

“Its extraordinarily 
important characteristic 
was its high tail carriage: 
when standing, carried 
like an elegant arch; 
in the trot, particularly 
high; and upright in 
the gallop, like a flag 
in the wind”.

The stallion Tagweed (Gad Allah x Tee) in El Zahraa

• Desert Heritage Magazine60



The historical Arabian Horse
Now to the historical Arabian. What makes 
it so unique, and why has it found so many 
admirers? It was its lightness, its dryness 
and its noble appearance that clearly 
distinguished it from the heavier native 
breeds common in Europe at the time. In 
detail, it was also the head so typical of the 
Arabian, then a novelty; however, extreme 
heads such as those seen today never 
existed. Elegant and lightly concave forms 
were valued, but even these were rather 
rare in the past. At all times, the northern 
type tended to have straighter heads; 
only the southern Peninsular Arabian was 
the source of this typical Arabian feature. 
For many, a fine, dry head was sufficient, 
but under no circumstances could it be 
convex. Only when heritage breeding was 
established at the El Zahraa Stud was 
greater attention paid to this characteristic, 
thereby significantly increasing its frequency 
in the population.
Its second extraordinarily important 
characteristic was its high tail carriage: when 
standing, carried like an elegant arch; in 
the trot, particularly high; and upright in the 
gallop, like a flag in the wind, with a silky 
fall of hair. Without this tail carriage, every 
Arabian horse in the Orient was disqualified 
as not Arabian, for example when Arabian 

be released in the gallop, as well as long 
strides and thus a speed that was often 
the salvation of horse and rider. For a 
Bedouin, the fast horse had the highest 
value.
In old stud documents and old studbooks, 
one finds records of the size of the horses 
once imported from the Orient. Heights 
at the withers of 145-155 cm are entered 
there. The great studs in the East also 
used these measurements for their 
selection in the past. Up until the 1960s, 
horses that were smaller or larger were 
excluded from breeding. Then these limits 
were abandoned; customers and breeders 
from the USA preferred the larger horse, 
a regrettable development that opened the 
door wide to unlimited growth in size.
An original Arabian grew slowly and was a dry 
horse with fine skin and coat and light bone 
structure; every extra kilogram was a burden. 
Its body weight was estimated at 300-350 kg. 
Heat and weight do not go together. Scarce 
food and long marches made it an ascetic, a 
hardy and undemanding horse.
Arabian horses in southern Arabia lived under 
the open sky, neither in tents nor in stables, 
sometimes tethered or bound at the forelegs. 
They lived beside or near the tents and were 
treated as family horses. Without human care 
and protection, they would have been lost. 
They thanked their protectors with attachment 
and easy obedience; they were people-

racehorses were admitted to the racetrack in 
Cairo. This tail carriage is a must for every 
Arabian.
The gallop is regarded as the third important 
element. It was the most valuable quality of 
a horse in Bedouin breeding. A fast gallop, 
followed by a long walk, were the two most 
sought-after gaits. A good walk was adapted 
to the purpose of the often days-long 
migrations from pasture to pasture. The fast 
gallop was required on Bedouin raids, which 
were carried out as surprise attacks by day. 
At night, one approached the desired target 
at the walk or trot. The trot had to be so light 
and springy that the hoofbeat of a trotting 
horse could not be heard. Everyone sought 
such horses, and the owners of such a horse 
were never safe from theft. In this respect, 
customs were harsh.
The clearest expression of adaptation to its 
environment in the Arabian horse was its 
black skin. For this reason, in earlier times in 
the Orient all Arabians were called ‘Kohailan’, 
corresponding to the Arabic word ‘kohl’ 
meaning black. Every sun-hungry tourist 
now knows that sunburn can naturally only 
be prevented by good skin pigmentation. 
The same applies to these horses when they 
are exposed to the hot rays of the sun, as 
is usual in desert regions. Pink patches of 
skin beneath the silky coat burn, and light 
markings on the legs and body are also highly 
vulnerable. This necessary black skin is found 
in all colour varieties: greys, chestnuts and 
bays. Only minimal markings on the head 
were tolerated, and black hooves were the 
norm. To survive in a difficult environment, 
adaptation had to be as perfect as possible. 
In northern Arabia, people were not so strict. 
There were shady places for people and 
animals; the climate was somewhat milder 
and there was no shortage of water.
The historical Arabian was rather a 
rectangular horse with a slightly long back, 
a longer and slightly curved croup and 
predominantly somewhat shorter legs. 
Horses with longer legs were certainly 
valued, but they were in the minority. A 
longer back allowed tension and power to 

oriented and had to be. Their sense and 
feeling for human behaviour were strongly 
developed, and their reactions to good or less 
good treatment were clear and immediate. 
This behaviour has naturally been preserved 
in many of these horses. The Arabian horse 
was fully integrated into the life and daily 
struggle for survival of human society and 
therefore possessed the same range of 
means for successful adaptation that had 
been found for overcoming such hardships.
Nomadism, in its history of many thousands 
of years, was the original way of life of many 
tribal peoples. The Bedouins on the Arabian 
Peninsula lived this way of life for thousands 
of years, and during these 2,000 years their 
horses occupied a firm place in their rhythm 
of life. This Bedouin life no longer exists in its 
uniqueness, and neither do their horses.
The great upheaval came about 100 years 
ago. These last hundred years are only a 
short time compared with the long, long 
prehistory of these horses, a breed that arose 
on a peninsula and was kept there as an 
almost closed population. It was genetically 
established probably like no other, and most 
undesirable recessively inherited traits were 
selected out by nature. All these circumstances 
and conditions strengthen the assumption that 
such horses can still be found, carrying within 
them the great heritage of their past.
From a breeding point of view, the habits 
of the Bedouins and modern breeding 

Inspecting things more closely, it’s apparent that preservation breeding based on pedigrees does not
necessarily aim to improve horses by selection. In some cases, it’s just the opposite that is done, the reasons
being the small gene pool and the scepticism towards some of  the foundation horses of  Egyptian original
breeding. Which is why in some studs, a pedigree is more important in breeding selection than looking at
and judging the horse himself. Which, in turn, raises the question if  it’s not actually the good horse who
upgrades the pedigree?
Making too much of  pureness or even super pureness, without regarding beauty and functionality, is just
clever business. If  there is a lack of  labels or logos or famous prefixes added, good horses will just be
nobodies. Labels such as Asil, Al Khamza, or Blue List appear to refer to a kind of  quality seal. The term
blue in itself  is suggestive of  pureness, a blue sky, blue sea – with advertising likely to use this color for
assumedly clean and noble products, such as the presumedly blue blood of  nobility, or the supposedly
clean Blue Efficiency technology with diesel cars. Just imagine “Blue List” horses being presented in a
“Red List Catalogue”! Who would still buy them?
Young breeders, however, often take that kind of  labeling at face value. What is more, not all Blue List
horses are Straight Egyptians (just look at the offspring of  Turfa, a foundation mare of  both Blue List
and Blue Star), and most of  the Straight Egyptians are not Blue List members – take El Zahraa in Cairo,
still the cradle of  the Straight Egyptians, but only 25% of  the horse stock there are Blue List.
Which is understandable, as the Ott famly put up their Blue List Catalogue in order to “... encourage the
preservation and increased production of  the type of  Arabian horse originally found in the possession
of  the Bedouin tribes of  Arabia...” (introduction to the Blue Arabian Horse Catalog by Mrs Jane Ott). So
it was not just about, among others, Straight Egyptians, but also about Syria and Saudi Arabia as countries
of  origin, as Egypt was a country importing Arabian horses, too. The Egyptian pashas had a particular
liking for the horses from the Nejd area, the highlands of  Saudi  Arabia, whose offspring have today
become a hype for the new breeders on the Gulf.

Quite hard for young breeders to still see through and understand all of  that. More experienced breeders,
with their own breeding goals firmly established, take things in a more relaxed way - they know that labels
come and go. Still, organizations that allot these “certificates”, and claim to have reasonable foundations
for them, are much coveted. They are social networks, basically speaking, and have become many breeders’
ideological homes. This ill-fated but attractive incentive towards “flocking behavior” does not necessarily
result in better horses – as is easy to see not only in Straight Egyptian breeding, but also in the extremely
narrowed-down show horse lines. Together, it’s easier to believe in having the better horses, which is
supposed to have an influence on prices and marketability. Imagined “family relationships” emerge, all
across the social classes of  the different breeders involved, just because of  the usually similar ancestry of
the horses they all have.
Browsing Facebook or respective blogs, you will find that many breeders go for these networks – no
matter whether analogous or digital ones – to take their first steps in breeding, to collect experiences, to
communicate with peers; always hoping to obtain information and support and be part of  the group.
After all, even humans are herd animals embarking on exchange about common interests and feeding
places.
Again and again, however, the competition among breeders gives rise to extremist positions: the “line
bashing” phenomenon. Using grotesque stories illustrating the pureness and impureness of  individual
horses in the past, breeders can call attention to themselves and their own horses, at the same time de-
valuating the horses of  others. Extremists love to have their issues conveniently narrowed down. Maybe
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Inspecting things more closely, it’s apparent that preservation breeding based on pedigrees does not
necessarily aim to improve horses by selection. In some cases, it’s just the opposite that is done, the reasons
being the small gene pool and the scepticism towards some of  the foundation horses of  Egyptian original
breeding. Which is why in some studs, a pedigree is more important in breeding selection than looking at
and judging the horse himself. Which, in turn, raises the question if  it’s not actually the good horse who
upgrades the pedigree?
Making too much of  pureness or even super pureness, without regarding beauty and functionality, is just
clever business. If  there is a lack of  labels or logos or famous prefixes added, good horses will just be
nobodies. Labels such as Asil, Al Khamza, or Blue List appear to refer to a kind of  quality seal. The term
blue in itself  is suggestive of  pureness, a blue sky, blue sea – with advertising likely to use this color for
assumedly clean and noble products, such as the presumedly blue blood of  nobility, or the supposedly
clean Blue Efficiency technology with diesel cars. Just imagine “Blue List” horses being presented in a
“Red List Catalogue”! Who would still buy them?
Young breeders, however, often take that kind of  labeling at face value. What is more, not all Blue List
horses are Straight Egyptians (just look at the offspring of  Turfa, a foundation mare of  both Blue List
and Blue Star), and most of  the Straight Egyptians are not Blue List members – take El Zahraa in Cairo,
still the cradle of  the Straight Egyptians, but only 25% of  the horse stock there are Blue List.
Which is understandable, as the Ott famly put up their Blue List Catalogue in order to “... encourage the
preservation and increased production of  the type of  Arabian horse originally found in the possession
of  the Bedouin tribes of  Arabia...” (introduction to the Blue Arabian Horse Catalog by Mrs Jane Ott). So
it was not just about, among others, Straight Egyptians, but also about Syria and Saudi Arabia as countries
of  origin, as Egypt was a country importing Arabian horses, too. The Egyptian pashas had a particular
liking for the horses from the Nejd area, the highlands of  Saudi  Arabia, whose offspring have today
become a hype for the new breeders on the Gulf.

Quite hard for young breeders to still see through and understand all of  that. More experienced breeders,
with their own breeding goals firmly established, take things in a more relaxed way - they know that labels
come and go. Still, organizations that allot these “certificates”, and claim to have reasonable foundations
for them, are much coveted. They are social networks, basically speaking, and have become many breeders’
ideological homes. This ill-fated but attractive incentive towards “flocking behavior” does not necessarily
result in better horses – as is easy to see not only in Straight Egyptian breeding, but also in the extremely
narrowed-down show horse lines. Together, it’s easier to believe in having the better horses, which is
supposed to have an influence on prices and marketability. Imagined “family relationships” emerge, all
across the social classes of  the different breeders involved, just because of  the usually similar ancestry of
the horses they all have.
Browsing Facebook or respective blogs, you will find that many breeders go for these networks – no
matter whether analogous or digital ones – to take their first steps in breeding, to collect experiences, to
communicate with peers; always hoping to obtain information and support and be part of  the group.
After all, even humans are herd animals embarking on exchange about common interests and feeding
places.
Again and again, however, the competition among breeders gives rise to extremist positions: the “line
bashing” phenomenon. Using grotesque stories illustrating the pureness and impureness of  individual
horses in the past, breeders can call attention to themselves and their own horses, at the same time de-
valuating the horses of  others. Extremists love to have their issues conveniently narrowed down. Maybe
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The pure Egyptian Nazeer (Mansour x Bint Samiha)
emerged as the “stallion of  the century” in the 
state stud of  El Zahraa. 

The pure Egyptian Moniet El Nefous family,
the most important Siglawy group in the El Zahraa Stud

“Its extraordinarily 
important characteristic 
was its high tail carriage: 
when standing, carried 
like an elegant arch; 
in the trot, particularly 
high; and upright in 
the gallop, like a flag 
in the wind”.

The stallion Tagweed (Gad Allah x Tee) in El Zahraa
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concepts have interesting similarities:
The Bedouins thought in terms of mare strains 
when they wished to classify their horses 
genealogically. This method is still used today. 
Studs are based on mare lines that bear the 
names of their foundation mares. Such mare 
lines are their greatest breeding value and, 
as a rule, can hardly be replaced.
The probably best-known and most important 
Arabian populations, those of the Polish state 
studs Janow Podlaski and Michalow, bred 
with 16 mare lines; the German Marbach stud 
with five; and the Egyptian El Zahraa with 
eight such lines. This system allows a tracing 
back to their historical beginnings, that is, to 
the foundation mares. The sequence of their 
respective ancestors is recorded in studbooks 
and can now be checked for accuracy using 
DNA methods. On the mare side, therefore, 
there is a secure foundation.
The paternal side remains, as far as the past 
is concerned, a great question mark. The 
Bedouins simply ignored it, although in reality 
they did attach great importance to stallions. 
There were only a few stallions in the existing 
populations; everyone knew them, and a 
strange animal would have been noticed 
immediately. People trusted only what they 
knew.
Crucial things were expected of stallions 
as improvements of speed and better 

in the early years, including stallions from 
outside sources with great variation and other 
desired qualities. It takes no great experience 
to recognise which stallions have caused 
clear changes, especially when they were 
dominant transmitters. Female descendants 
of such stallions have lost the original type 
and have no longer been able to reproduce 
it. Something else has arisen here, and an 
old heritage has been lost.
A good expert on his own breeding 
programme, especially if it has been well 
studied from the beginning, will certainly 
have experienced that some mare families 
have very fixed forms that can hardly be 
changed. Even if, when mated with stallions 
intended to bring a positive change, such 
changes can be seen in the offspring, 
the earlier forms reappear in subsequent 
generations. It is therefore necessary to 
ensure already in the foundation mares that 
they bring with them the most important 
desired prerequisites. As the development 
clearly shows, stallions have gained 
considerably in importance in show-horse 
breeding, namely those that most reliably 
transmit the characteristics demanded of 
show horses. In this respect, mare families 
have lost their prominent place.

conformation in a broadest sense. Bedouins 
brought their mares to the best-known and 
best stallions, even if they had to travel 
hundreds of kilometres to do so.
The selection of stallions has always been 
of the greatest importance in breeding. It 
has enormous influence, not only on the 
improvement of the offspring, but also on 
whether a valuable mare line is preserved 
or changed in the long term. An old mating 
rule says: ‘breed like to like’. This points to 
preservation of value. In such a case, the 
foundation mares and all following generations 
must have retained a resemblance - certainly 
not identical, but as stated, similar in their 
overall expression.
A breeding programme might, for example, 
have five mare lines, and care is taken that 
each of the mare families contributes one 
or more traits that are desired and useful for 
the overall population. To capture everything 
positive in a single line would probably be 
utopian. But can it be possible, after five or ten 
generations, still to recognise these qualities 
of a mare line? Perhaps not in exactly the 
same form, but the basic direction should 
still be present. There are many examples 
showing that this is possible.
In the Egyptian breeding population at El 
Zahraa, considerably more stallions have 
been used over the last 50 to 60 years than 

Conclusion
In summary of the above, much suggests 
that heritage breeding, with the aim of 
preserving a typical Arabian horse as it was 
bred in Bedouin breeding and maintained 
over hundreds of years, can still be promising 
today.
•	 The task is to discover mare families 

that resemble the original, and to have 
an idea that this horse could live in an 
environment into which it was once 
born. This is judged by the fact that, in 
its overall structure, it appears light, 
dry and ascetic (sporting), and has 
not yet adapted through keeping and 
management to another culture, the 
culture of abundance.

•	 Also to be considered is a generally 
friendly behaviour and a certain 
intelligence - a repeatedly observed 
important characteristic of the Arabian 
horse - knowing full well that character 
traits are inherited in the same way as all 
other traits.

•	 In the history and breeding of historical 
Arabian horses, performance was 
without doubt the number one breeding 
objective: speed and endurance. Both 
traits have relatively high heritability, and 

“Trot is not a typical Arabian feature. Rather, it is the gallop that gave the Arabian horse its highest value. At shows, there 
is no room for it”.

• Desert Heritage Magazine62



concepts have interesting similarities:
The Bedouins thought in terms of mare strains 
when they wished to classify their horses 
genealogically. This method is still used today. 
Studs are based on mare lines that bear the 
names of their foundation mares. Such mare 
lines are their greatest breeding value and, 
as a rule, can hardly be replaced.
The probably best-known and most important 
Arabian populations, those of the Polish state 
studs Janow Podlaski and Michalow, bred 
with 16 mare lines; the German Marbach stud 
with five; and the Egyptian El Zahraa with 
eight such lines. This system allows a tracing 
back to their historical beginnings, that is, to 
the foundation mares. The sequence of their 
respective ancestors is recorded in studbooks 
and can now be checked for accuracy using 
DNA methods. On the mare side, therefore, 
there is a secure foundation.
The paternal side remains, as far as the past 
is concerned, a great question mark. The 
Bedouins simply ignored it, although in reality 
they did attach great importance to stallions. 
There were only a few stallions in the existing 
populations; everyone knew them, and a 
strange animal would have been noticed 
immediately. People trusted only what they 
knew.
Crucial things were expected of stallions 
as improvements of speed and better 

in the early years, including stallions from 
outside sources with great variation and other 
desired qualities. It takes no great experience 
to recognise which stallions have caused 
clear changes, especially when they were 
dominant transmitters. Female descendants 
of such stallions have lost the original type 
and have no longer been able to reproduce 
it. Something else has arisen here, and an 
old heritage has been lost.
A good expert on his own breeding 
programme, especially if it has been well 
studied from the beginning, will certainly 
have experienced that some mare families 
have very fixed forms that can hardly be 
changed. Even if, when mated with stallions 
intended to bring a positive change, such 
changes can be seen in the offspring, 
the earlier forms reappear in subsequent 
generations. It is therefore necessary to 
ensure already in the foundation mares that 
they bring with them the most important 
desired prerequisites. As the development 
clearly shows, stallions have gained 
considerably in importance in show-horse 
breeding, namely those that most reliably 
transmit the characteristics demanded of 
show horses. In this respect, mare families 
have lost their prominent place.

conformation in a broadest sense. Bedouins 
brought their mares to the best-known and 
best stallions, even if they had to travel 
hundreds of kilometres to do so.
The selection of stallions has always been 
of the greatest importance in breeding. It 
has enormous influence, not only on the 
improvement of the offspring, but also on 
whether a valuable mare line is preserved 
or changed in the long term. An old mating 
rule says: ‘breed like to like’. This points to 
preservation of value. In such a case, the 
foundation mares and all following generations 
must have retained a resemblance - certainly 
not identical, but as stated, similar in their 
overall expression.
A breeding programme might, for example, 
have five mare lines, and care is taken that 
each of the mare families contributes one 
or more traits that are desired and useful for 
the overall population. To capture everything 
positive in a single line would probably be 
utopian. But can it be possible, after five or ten 
generations, still to recognise these qualities 
of a mare line? Perhaps not in exactly the 
same form, but the basic direction should 
still be present. There are many examples 
showing that this is possible.
In the Egyptian breeding population at El 
Zahraa, considerably more stallions have 
been used over the last 50 to 60 years than 

Conclusion
In summary of the above, much suggests 
that heritage breeding, with the aim of 
preserving a typical Arabian horse as it was 
bred in Bedouin breeding and maintained 
over hundreds of years, can still be promising 
today.
•	 The task is to discover mare families 

that resemble the original, and to have 
an idea that this horse could live in an 
environment into which it was once 
born. This is judged by the fact that, in 
its overall structure, it appears light, 
dry and ascetic (sporting), and has 
not yet adapted through keeping and 
management to another culture, the 
culture of abundance.

•	 Also to be considered is a generally 
friendly behaviour and a certain 
intelligence - a repeatedly observed 
important characteristic of the Arabian 
horse - knowing full well that character 
traits are inherited in the same way as all 
other traits.

•	 In the history and breeding of historical 
Arabian horses, performance was 
without doubt the number one breeding 
objective: speed and endurance. Both 
traits have relatively high heritability, and 

“Trot is not a typical Arabian feature. Rather, it is the gallop that gave the Arabian horse its highest value. At shows, there 
is no room for it”.
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from time to time each family should be 
tested for these qualities. A good Arabian 
horse should be able to cover a distance 
of 18 kilometres in one hour.

Breeding the historical Arabian does not know 
all the limitations and considerations that are 
necessary for the show world. Certainly, one 
may perhaps establish a ranking of which 
characteristics should be promoted and 
which are more or less important. But there is 
no satisfactory scheme that can be imposed 
upon an entire living culture. Anyone who 
chooses this horse chooses a living creature 
that must be cared for, and preserving it as 
its history dictates is the only aim. Painters 
and sculptors, lovers of culture and, at one 
time, entire social classes were devoted to 

this horse. It is thanks to them that valuable 
information about this horse has been 
preserved over a long period.
Perhaps the considerations above have 
encouraged some lovers and breeders 
of the Arabian horse to reflect on how 
regrettable it would be if one of the oldest 
and most beautiful creatures produced 
by the Orient were to lose its originality. 
In its originality, this Arabian horse is a 
unique world cultural treasure - shaped 
by constant confrontation with the forces 
of nature, formed by the wishes and 
demands of its breeders, and adapted 
to the limited possibilities available to 
a wandering, unsettled population that 
existed for thousands of years.

NK Arabian stands with its Arabian horse population as an example that 
the legacy of the historical Arabian could be maintained. 
Due to the fact that the root mares of this stud were once chosen from the older and those 
families, which were considered to represent the base of the El Zahraa heritage breeding. In 
addition, NK Arabian’s (Dr. Nagel) decision to breed Arabians was highly inspired by the El 
Zahraa breeding policy at that time and he wanted to follow the same path. Therefore, from 
the beginning of his breeding work all the necessary steps were taken to create a breeding 
concept, which was orientated on the same aim in applying the following four principles.
- To choose and to breed suitable stallions matching his mares.
- To keep and to work with the best offspring of these stallions. 
- To make sure that the overall look on each dam-family will not be lost.
- To introduce into the breeding concept traditional rules and habits, prevailing in the 

Bedouin community as close familiar relationships.
The Siglawy and the Hadban Family of the NK Arabian Stud have been bred, from 
generation to generation, according to these principles. From the earliest origin they have 
passed the test of time and their present status is the prove of their high heritage value. 
The first family is of the Siglawy strain; these horses present themselves as a more 
rectangular type, slightly longer in the back and with shorter legs, documented since 
the middle of the 19th century. Its origin is the Nejd region in the centre of the Arabian 
mainland, in today’s province of Bureida (Abbas Pasha Manuscript).
The second family is of the Hadban strain, a type of Arabian with longer legs, therefore 
higher in size, in total a square horse, tracing back to the mare Venus. The Shammar 
Bedouins claim this strain for themselves as the original breeders. These Shammar 
Bedouins used to live north of the Nejd region by the Shammar Mountains. During the 
great drought at the end of the 19th century, large parts of this tribe migrated to northern 
Syria with all their belongings including all their livestock. The mare Venus, belonging to 
the Hadban strain, was purchased in Syria at the end of the 19th century.

Appendices: 
- The Hadban family (Kamla Branch) 
 - The Siglawy family (Moniet El Nefous Branch) - Syria with all their belongings including 
all their livestock. 

Appendice 1
THE HADBAN FAMILY (KAMLA BRANCH)

Samiha (Samhan x Bint Hadba el Saghira)

Bint Kamia Samha Loftelia

Bint Samiha (Kazmeen x Samiha)

Kamia

• Desert Heritage Magazine64



from time to time each family should be 
tested for these qualities. A good Arabian 
horse should be able to cover a distance 
of 18 kilometres in one hour.

Breeding the historical Arabian does not know 
all the limitations and considerations that are 
necessary for the show world. Certainly, one 
may perhaps establish a ranking of which 
characteristics should be promoted and 
which are more or less important. But there is 
no satisfactory scheme that can be imposed 
upon an entire living culture. Anyone who 
chooses this horse chooses a living creature 
that must be cared for, and preserving it as 
its history dictates is the only aim. Painters 
and sculptors, lovers of culture and, at one 
time, entire social classes were devoted to 

this horse. It is thanks to them that valuable 
information about this horse has been 
preserved over a long period.
Perhaps the considerations above have 
encouraged some lovers and breeders 
of the Arabian horse to reflect on how 
regrettable it would be if one of the oldest 
and most beautiful creatures produced 
by the Orient were to lose its originality. 
In its originality, this Arabian horse is a 
unique world cultural treasure - shaped 
by constant confrontation with the forces 
of nature, formed by the wishes and 
demands of its breeders, and adapted 
to the limited possibilities available to 
a wandering, unsettled population that 
existed for thousands of years.

NK Arabian stands with its Arabian horse population as an example that 
the legacy of the historical Arabian could be maintained. 
Due to the fact that the root mares of this stud were once chosen from the older and those 
families, which were considered to represent the base of the El Zahraa heritage breeding. In 
addition, NK Arabian’s (Dr. Nagel) decision to breed Arabians was highly inspired by the El 
Zahraa breeding policy at that time and he wanted to follow the same path. Therefore, from 
the beginning of his breeding work all the necessary steps were taken to create a breeding 
concept, which was orientated on the same aim in applying the following four principles.
- To choose and to breed suitable stallions matching his mares.
- To keep and to work with the best offspring of these stallions. 
- To make sure that the overall look on each dam-family will not be lost.
- To introduce into the breeding concept traditional rules and habits, prevailing in the 

Bedouin community as close familiar relationships.
The Siglawy and the Hadban Family of the NK Arabian Stud have been bred, from 
generation to generation, according to these principles. From the earliest origin they have 
passed the test of time and their present status is the prove of their high heritage value. 
The first family is of the Siglawy strain; these horses present themselves as a more 
rectangular type, slightly longer in the back and with shorter legs, documented since 
the middle of the 19th century. Its origin is the Nejd region in the centre of the Arabian 
mainland, in today’s province of Bureida (Abbas Pasha Manuscript).
The second family is of the Hadban strain, a type of Arabian with longer legs, therefore 
higher in size, in total a square horse, tracing back to the mare Venus. The Shammar 
Bedouins claim this strain for themselves as the original breeders. These Shammar 
Bedouins used to live north of the Nejd region by the Shammar Mountains. During the 
great drought at the end of the 19th century, large parts of this tribe migrated to northern 
Syria with all their belongings including all their livestock. The mare Venus, belonging to 
the Hadban strain, was purchased in Syria at the end of the 19th century.

Appendices: 
- The Hadban family (Kamla Branch) 
 - The Siglawy family (Moniet El Nefous Branch) - Syria with all their belongings including 
all their livestock. 

Appendice 1
THE HADBAN FAMILY (KAMLA BRANCH)

Samiha (Samhan x Bint Hadba el Saghira)

Bint Kamia Samha Loftelia

Bint Samiha (Kazmeen x Samiha)

Kamia

Desert Heritage Magazine • 65



NK Nashua 

NK Naala

NK Nadirah NK Nina

NK NayNK Bint Bint Nashua

NK Nawal

NK Nazli

• Desert Heritage Magazine66



NK Nashua 

NK Naala

NK Nadirah NK Nina

NK NayNK Bint Bint Nashua

NK Nawal

NK Nazli

Desert Heritage Magazine • 67



Appendice 2
THE SIGLAWY FAMILY (MONIET EL NEFOUS BRANCH)
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